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Reader, 

: T was the Wiſe Counſel of an 
g_< Ancient and Great Prelate, of 
þ " the Kingdom of Ireland, at @ late 
4 7 Viſit I made him there, to diſcou- 
! 2 rage Controverſie, and endeavour to 
| ©. abate Strife among Chriſtians : For, 
s faid he, Heaven is a Quiet 
Place ; there are no Quarrels 
;” there, and Religion is a Holy 

and Peaceable L[ hing, and Ex- 
- Cites to Piety and Charity, 
and not to Genealogies, Strife 
and Debates. But the Biſhop of 

Cork ſeems to be of another Mind, 
[> that could not paſs by ſo Ingffenſive 
BY” Paper as that ſtiled Gelſpel- 
Truths ( given him. by me in a 
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Publick Animadverfions;. and 
thoſe expreſt not with ſo much 
Juſtice and Charity as might 
have been expeffed from him to 
his Difſenting Neighbours. 
I am, I confeſs, wery ſorry my 
Chriſtian Viſits to the Biſhop have 
met with no better returns than 
. Controverſie: But becauſe that s 
bis, and not my fault, it ſhall be 
my SatisfaFion. 
I did indeed, Perceiving him Con- 
 werſant in our Writings, and his 
Charafer to be Moderation, caſu- 
ally Preſent him with one of thoſe 
' Papers ; but as the Nature of it is 
Far from Provecation, ſo my deſign 
in it was purely to Improve his 
+ Temper, ani not to Excite his 
© Gontradiftion. _ Nor was it Writ for 


an 


Private Way, at @ Friendly Viſit 
upon his own. Defire ) #pithout bis }. 
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an Exa&t and Compleat Account of 
our Belief, but Occafionally, to 
prevent © the Prejuitices hut the 
Attempts of a Courſe and Scurri- 
lous Pen at Dublin, juſt before, 
might provoke in ſome againſt us, 
as to the Points touched upon in 
the Goſpel- I'ruths. And though 
we have been ſo Unhappy as to be 
therein Miſtaken by the Biſhop, yet 
it s ſome Comfort to us that -our* 
Chriſtian Declaration hath had 
quite another Reception with the 
Generality of thoſe to whoſe Hands 
it bas come : And T heartily wiſh 
That bath not been the moſt pre- 
wailing Motive to bis Undertaking. 
However, ſince be has been pleaſed 
to fault it both with Shortneſs 
and Error, which we thought 
Healing, at leaſt Inoffenſroe , I 


| ® eſteem my ſelf Anſwerable for it, 


and 


Clearneſs and. Temper : For, 
though 'T may be plain, as be muſt 
expect, 1 deſire to be neither Rude 
nor;Þitter. 

. [ask, Reader, but the Common 
Fuſtice due to. all Authors, eſpeci- 
ally in Controvered Points of Re- 
&zgion,' to wit, Attention and Im- 
| \partiality ; and then judge whe- 
| ther our Pacifick Paper deſerved 
' JoSharp «a Cenſure, and the Man- 
nerf its, being given him, fo Pub- 
| lick a Return: Though 1 hope the 
” Cenſequence will be Good. To Al- 
mrghty . God I Jeave the Succeſs, 
; gand.omin all Chriſtian Obligation, 


Thy Aſſured Friend, 


2 Brito] the 23d of the | 
7th'Mbnt, 1698, W, Penn. 


Aﬀiſtance, De- 
| Exceptions,” —and, I hope with _ 
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TE 3 TIMONY 
| Biſhop of Cork, 


| As to a PAPER, Intituled Goſpel-Traths, 

it beld, 8&c. by the People called Muakers. 
And delivered to Him by an Eminent 
Member of them. 


| 
| 
| [The PAPER was as follows. ] 


Sober Reader, 


| I F thou hadſt rather we ſhould be in the Right 
| than in the Wrong, ond if thou thinkeſs it but 

a reaſonable thing that we ſhould be Heard 
Defore we are Condemned, and that our Belief ought 
} to betaken from our own Mouths, and not at theirs 
! that have prejudged our Cauſe, then we intreat thee 
\'- Read and Weigh the following Brief Account 
Jof thoſe Things that are chiefly Received and Pro- 
ofeſſed among us the People called Quakers, accord- 
mng to the Teſtimony. of the Scriptures of Truth, and 
ige umination of the Holy Ghoſt, which are the 
y B Dowb! 


e 


[2] 
Double and Agreeing Record of true Religion. Pub. 
liſhed to Inform the Moderate Enquirer,and Reclaim 
the Prejudiced to @ better Temper ; which GOD 
grant, to his Glory, and their Peace. ” 


{. !tis our Belief, That GOD is, andthatHe). 
is a Rewarder of 2H them that fear Him, with } 


LY 


Eternal Rewards of Happineſs ; and that thoſe 
that fear Him not, ſhall be turned into Hell, 
Heb." z. 16. Rev. 22. 12. Rom. 2. 5,6, 7, 8.” 
Pfal. 9. i7. | | 

II. That there are Three that bear Record 
in Heaven z the Father, the Word, and the 
Spirit; and theſc Three are really One, 1 Fohn.. 


F FA That the Word was made Fleſh, and” 
dwelt among Men, and was and is the onh! 
Begottew of the Father, full of Grace and Truth;\ 
his beloved Son, in whom he is ell pleaſed) 
and whom we are to hear 3» all things ; who. 
zaſted Death for every Man, and died for Sin, | 
char wemight die w Sin, and by his Power and 
Spirit be raiſed up to Newneſs of Life here, 
and ro Glory hereafter, Fohbn. 1. 14. Matth 
3. 17. Heb. 2. 9. 

IV. That as we are only juſtified from the 
Guilt of Sin, by Chriſt the Propitiation, and not ; 
by Works of Righteouſneſs that we have? 
done ; fo there is an abſolute Neceflity that: 
we receive and obey, to unfcigned Repentance | 
and Amendment of Life, the -Holy Light and} ' 
Spirit of Feſus Chriſt, in order to obtain __ | | 

«x. 


C33 
b-3 Remiſſion and Juſtification from Sin : Since 
”m | no Mancan be juſtified by Chriſt, who walks not 
D? after the Spirit, but after the Fleſh ; for whom be 
| kia them he alſo juſtifies : And if we walk 
Tel, i» the Light, as he is Light, bu precious Blood 
th / cleanſeth us from all Sin ;, as well from the pollu- 
fe” tion as Guilt of Sin, Rom. 3. 22. tO 26. Chap. 
el,” $.1,2,3,4 1John 5. 7. 
8. V. Thar Chriſt is the Great Light of the 
World, that lighteth every Man that cometh 
rd ;nto the World, and is full of Grace and 
he Truth, and giveth to all, Lightfor Light, and 
Mn Grace for Grace : and by his Light and Grace 
- he Inwardly Appears ro Man, and teaches 
nd} ſuch as will be caught by him, That denying 
mh ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, they ſhould live S0- 
h 5} berly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent World, 
Johns. 12. Chap. r. 9, 14. Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
> VI. Thatthis Principle of Light and Grace, 
in,} which is God's Gift, through Chriſt ro Man, 
is that which ſhes us our Sins, reproves us for 
Tc, them, and would /ead all out of them that obey 
#h it, roſerve GOD, in Fear and Love, all their 
Days. And they that turn not at the Reproots 
he thereof, and will not repent, and live, and 
_—_ walk according to it, ſhall die in their Sins ; 
chlo 1 and where Chriſt zs Tones they ſhall never come, 
"ar who is undefiled, und ſeparated from Sinners, 
nc; Ephel. 5. 13. John 16. 7. Prov. 1. 20, t0 24 
nd | John 8. 24 
Nat \ 
Ke: | | B 2 VIL 
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VII. This is that Principle-by which GOD 


prepares the Heart to worth phim aright, and ; 
all the Duries of Religion, as Praying, Praiſing © 
and Preacbing,ought to be erfoimes through * 
the ſanifying Power and Afliſtance of it; | 
other Worſhip being but Formal and Will-: 
Worſhip, with which we cannot, in Conſcience, 2 
Join, nor-can we maintain Or uphold it, Rom. 8. 
26. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11: | 
VIII. Worſhip in this Goſpe!-Day is Inward 
and Spiritual: For, God is a Spirit, as Chriſt: 
teacheth, and he will Now be worſhipped in 
Spirit and Truth, being moſt ſuitable ro his 
Divine Nature, Wherefore we wait in our ': 
Aſſemblies to feel GOD's Spirit to open and 
move upon our Hearts, before we dare offer 
Sacrifice to the LORD, or Preach ro others 
the way of hi; Kingdom. That we may | 
Preach in Power as well as Words, and as GOD | 
Promiſed, and Chriſt Ordained, 1thout Me- | 
ney, and without Price, John 4. 23, 24- 1 Thell. 
L. 5. Ma. 55. rt. Rev. 22. 19. Mat. 20.8. 
- IX. This aifo leads us 7» deny all the vain 
Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the World, to avoid | 
Exceſs in all things, that our Moderation 
may be ſeen of all Men, becauſe the LORD {4 
is at hand, to See and Judge us according & 
roOUur Deeds, Tit. 2.12. Rim. 12. 2.Phil. 4 5.% 
Eccl. 12. 14. Matib. 16. 27. Rom. 2. 6. Rev. 
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X. We 
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 X. We believe the neceſſity of the One Bap- 
* t5fm Chriſty as well as of his One Supper, which 
! he promiſeth to Eat with thoſe thar open the 
þ - Door of their Hearts to him, being the Bap- 
>. riſm and Supper ſignified by the Outward 
7. Signs ; which, tho we diſ-ufe, we Judge not 
e 8 thoſe that conſcientiouſly practice them, 
g 1 Matth. 3. 11. Epbſ. 4. 1. 1 Pet. 3. 21, 22. 
© Fobn6. Rev. 3. 20. 
d XI, We Honour Government ; for we believe 
:|#- it is an Ordinance of God ; and that we 
-n . Ought in all things to ſubmit, by Doing or 
is. Suffering ; but eſteem it a great Bleſſing, where 
21 - the Adminiſtration is a Terror to evil doers, end 
id  #@ Praiſe to them that do well, Rom. 13.1, 2, 3, 


er # + 5 

Is | 

y | This hath all along been the gencral Stream and 
D | Tendency both of our Miniſtry and Writings, as 


* 
2. © our Books will make appear, norwithſtanding what 
1, | W-minded and Prejudic'd Perſons may have ftrain- 
ed to Miſ-repreſem Us and ow Chriſtian Pro- 


n tpn. 


4 Dublin, 4th of the 3d 

n | Month, 1698, 

D | Tiilliam Penn, 
g Anthony Snarp, 
5. Tho, Story, 

, George Rock, 
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Friends, 
| Am ſuch a Reader as in your Paper you de- 

fire. I have read and Soberly weighed the 
Account you give of thoſe thing, which you ſay | 
are chiefly Received and Profeſſed amongſt you. © 
And I will exerciſe ſo much Moderation and 
Charity, as to lay a great weight on that 
word | chiefly | hoping theſe are not the On- 
Iy Things, or All that you Believe. I ſhould 
have been heartily glad to have found that 
you had been in the Truth, as I am well af- : 
ſured I my ſelf am ; but, as I profeſſed, when 
the Paper was given me, That if I took it, 
you mult expect I ſhould bear my Teſtimony 
zouching It or againſt It : So I now muſt tell 
you, I think my ſelf bound in Conſcience 
to perform what I then profeſſed ; and that 
upon: more Reaſons than I will now trouble * 
the World with. You muſt nor be offended if I 
{ay, You have ſuch a way of Writing and 
Speaking, that it is very hard in many mat- 
ters of Religion to know what you mean. 
Bur, as far as I underſtand you, I will can- 
didly acknowledge what Truths you have |. 
ſufficiently or tolerably expreſt, I will ſhew * 
you, with Meekneſs, how far your Faith, if 5 
this be your Faith, comes ſhort of being ſut- 
ficient or Chriſtian; and I will ſincerely tell 
you, what I apprehend ro be the cauſe of your | 
De» | 
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Deluſion, and how dangerous a Cendition I really 
fear, nay believe, you to be in. 

And firſt z Theonly Articles, in which you 
have expreſt a ſufficient Chriſtian Belief, are 
your VI. which is touching Juſtification, and 
your laſt touching Government and your 
Submiſſion thereto. I wiſh you may always 
ſtick to this Belief and Praftice ; and Ihearti- 
ly rejoyce to find you acknowledging the Ne- 
ceſſuty of Chriſt, as a Propitiation, in order to Re- 
miſſion of Sins and Fuſtifying you, as Sinners, from 
Guilt. *Tis the firſt time I have heard of it 


* amongſt you. 


As to all the reſt of your Articles, I mean 
thoſe which I underſtand, I muft tell you, the 
Declaration of your Faith comes ſo ſhort of 
what is required from People to denominate 
chem Chriſtians, that except, under each Ar- 
ticle, you believe morethan you havedeclar'd, 
you cannot be accounted Chriſtians. For 
firſt, in thoſe Articles of Faith, which you 
have thought fir ro mention, vou . have ſer 
down only ſomelictle Ends, I had almoſt called 
them Snaps, of the Article. And Secondly, 
Many more whole Articles, of the true Chri- 
ſtian Faith, aud which are of no leſs imporr, 
you have intirely omitted, waved or fup- 
preſſed. 

You acknowledge in your I. Article, there 
is a God, and you own his Providence as to 
the other Life. Bur that He made Heaven 

B 4 and 


/ 
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#nd Earth, that He is the Almighty, and ati « 
preſent by his Sovereign Power moſt wiſely , 
and holily, Governs, Orders, and Suſtains all# } 
( by his Mercies as well as Judgments, even”. { 
in this World, not leaving himſelf without wit- 
neſs.) you fay not a word. Creation in the be- 
ginning and Providence as to this World at 
preſent, are not here acknowledged by you, 
We hope you believe both. 

Your II. Article is wholly true ; for it is 
expreſs Scripture, xz Fohn 5. 7. But it is only : 
what: the Apoſtle there had occaſion to ſay, |. 
and what was to his purpoſe, touching the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; far from being '* 
the Sum of what the Holy Scripture teaches © 
of them ; and therefore is not a ſufficient |: 
Confeſſion of Faith on that Head. d 

In your HI. Article you acknowledge in- 
deed the Son of God to have been made Fleſh, \ 
but neither Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, nar Born | 
of the Virgin Mary ; fo that it does not appear, 
by this your Confcllion, bur that He was at 
firſt an ordinary corrupt Sinful Perſon ; Nay, 
you own him not fo much as Feſas or the * 
Chriſt; (the great Saviour, who delivereth * 
from tne Wrath which is co come; or the 


Great Wy” Prieſt, Lord and Kings, of his j 
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Church : ) You acknowledge him indeed to + 
have dyed for Sin, but (not co mention the 
Articles inferrible from, and relating to, the 
Circumltances of his Death.) You have not q : 
| One 
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® one word of Hi Reſurrefion from the Dead, 
or of Hw Aſcention into Heaven ; which it may 
be proved ſome of you have exprelly denied, 
> ſaying, He z not Aſcended into Heaven, He s 
t- 4 in 4s. Nor again, of Hw ſitting now at the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high. . And ſo you ſeem 
” not to own any thing of His Mediation, 
® Interceſſion, or Appearing now in Heaven for ms. 
> Nor further have you faid a word of his Com- 
is ': ing again to Tudgment, or the End of the World. 
Thus indeed You have here neither owned 
7, . the Creation or Diſſolution of the World ; 16 
e . that ir does not appear, by this Account of 
p '* your Faith, whether you do not Judge it 
$ 
c 


Eternal, and ſo otherwiſe Infinite, Yet again, 
Not a word of One Church, which it may be 
feared you ſtrike out of your Belief, becauſe 
- / you are refolved never rhore to return into 

# the Unity of the Church, but ro make and 
&® maintain a Schiſm or Party for ever. Nor 
, 2 further, have you a word of the Reſurretion 
* * of the Body, which divers of you have been 
, known to deny, ard others of you only fay, 
It maybe ſo. And Laſtly, Tho you acknow- 
ledge Everlaſting Rewards for them that fear 
God, yer nothing of the Everlaſting Puniſſ. 
4 ment of Wicked Men: You mention Hell in- 
\ deed ( ina very unnatural place, wiz. 'in your 
* firſt Article of the Being of God ) buf whether 
; You mean thereby the Grave, . as moſt com- 
s morly in Scripture is meant; Or a place 0 
| | 1c mpora 


[ 10] 
Temporal Puniſhment after this Life, as ſome? h 
have done; or @ State of total Deſtrudtion and * © 
Amihilation, as many now a-days do, no one v 
knows. $ y 

Upon the wholez As to the Sum of the 47 
Chriſtian Faith, which you have been pleaſed & c 
to ſer down, There is not one Article of our 7 F 
common Twelve, that you have owned in- 7 
tixely z and Eight at leaft, if not more of * þ 

them, that you have here totally ſuppreſſed © e 
or waved. And how influential to a holy _ C 
Life, thoſe which you have waved are, and | t 
therefore how neceſlary ro Salvation, I muft _ 
require and conjure you, on your own Eter- // i 
nal Account, to conſider. I will only mind f 
you of two paſſages our of the Scriptures of | c 
Truth: r Cor. 15. 16, 17. If the Dead riſe not t 
(that is, if there be no RefurreQion of the  « 
Fleſh) thez 3 not Chriſt raiſed. And if Chriſt © '| 
z not raiſed, your Faith is vain, you are yet in | 

gour Sins. Hence it appears All other Points © 1 
of Faith are in vain, it-this be not true. The  « 
other is Rom. 10.9. If theu ſhalt confeſs with * 
thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in | 
$hby Heart that GOD hath raiſed him from the _ | 
Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. This Article alone | 
3s of ſuch force and influence on Men's & | 

Hearts, that if believed as it ſhould be, ſuch * 

belief will fave Men. Bur both _ Re- 

ſurreftion and Our own, are by You in this Pa- 
per, left out of yqur Faith. Ijudge you nor, 


ur 3 


Cr ] 
ne © bur judge Your ſelves, leſt You be condemned 
nd 3 of the LORD. 
ne & YourV, VI, and VII. Articles trear of whar 
* you call The Light of Chriſt within Mas : 
ie » This You have never been able yer, thar I 
d & could find, to make our what you mean bp. 
Ir Z For You will not allow it to be either the 
1- | Natural Rational Faculty, or common innate 
f * Notions, or Natural "Conſcience, or Conſci- 
d © ence illuminated, by the Preaching of the 
y _ Goſpel, and the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt 
d © thereby: Till you can make us underſtand 
t . your meaning, or indeed till you underftand 
= > it your ſelves (that is, till you are lefs con- 
d | fuſed inthis, the very Fundamental Principle 
f | or Rule of what you profeſs) you muſt not 
t think of Declaring ( or Publiſhing ) an Account 
* | of your Faith : See you underſtand it firſt. 
} | There are ſome Men who have a Faculty to 
; © ſpeak things ſeemingly profound, bur in the End 
3 Neither themſelves nor others can make any 
> diſtin ſenſe of what they have ſaid. This 
| _ we uſually call Banter: And I muſt acknow- 
| ledge as far as I can fee, your Diſcourſe of 
\ + this Light within is perfe&ly ſuch. Take 
notice, We in our Preaching require People 
\ tO look within, as much as you do: We ſtrict. 
? ly charge all to walk according to the Convitti- 
ons, and Light they have received. We daily 
appeal unto Conſcience ; but then we teach, thar 
4 Conſcience (opened by the Holy Spirit, under the 
| Miniſtry 


OL 
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C 12 ] 6 | 
Miniſtry of the Word, 4#s 16. 14.) does and 
muſt take in its Light from Holy Scripture, 
The Commandment of the Lord i pure, inlightning | 
the Eyes, Pſalm 19. 8. ( viz. of the Mind, * 
Eph. 1. 18.) Thy Word #s as a Lamp to {l- 


Nt 


Feet, and a Light to my Path, Pſalm 119. 10s, 7] 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony ; If they ( even n 
Men in their Conſciences ) /peak not according ® x 
fo this Word, it is becauſe there x NO LIGHT", 
in them, Iſa. 8. 20. Now theſe things are g 
intelligible. This Rule is fixt and certain, k 
.nothing of which can be ſaid of Your Light -, 
within. | p 
ſi, Jn Your VIII. Article You tell us, Worſhip * 
Ik . w3der the Goſpel is Imward and Spiritual. If You © 
Z mean hereby, that all Ourward and Bodily 
Worſhip ought ro be accompanied with an \, 
Inward and Spiritual Worſhip, it is what we -* 
daily Preach and Practice, and even in pri- |: { 
vate preſs. But if, as it would ſeem, you $ 
mean all the Worſhip GOD now requires, ® , 
is from the Inward Man, or trom the Spirit, 
this is abominable falſe: For Our Bodies are | | 
GOD's handy-work, and Chriſt's Purchaſe, as 
well as Our Souls: On which reaſon, GOD, * } 
by his Apoſtle commands, Glorifie God in your | . 
Body and in your Spirit, | 47we | which (in the oy | 
Plural Number that is, both which) are GOD's. { 
Not'to tell you, that you your ſclves now a- 
days perform ſomewhat. of Bodily Worſhip. 
And indecd, if there be not a Worſhip of the ; 
obey Body | 
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Body, as well'as of the Spirit, there can be- 
no publick Worſhip. This Article therefore 


| muſt alſo be mended, to make it Chriſtian. 


In your IX. Article, You tell us of your 
Denying all the vain Cuſtoms and Faſhions of 
the World, as alſo Exceſs in all things. I know 


no ſort of Chriſtians who teach otherwiſe ; 
I wiſh I could fay, I knew none ( even of 
© your ſelves) that praCtice otherwiſe. It is one 


part of the Catechiſm we reach our Children, 


* Oo renounce all theſe. But there are many In- 


nocent and Laudable Cuſtems which you call 


- vain, Would ir not almoſt make a Man's 
: ſtomach turn to hear one forbear, in point 
of Conſcience, ſaying You to a ſingle Perſon, 


becauſe it is improper ; and at the ſame time, 
While he is ſpeaking to his Superiour, be- 
Cauſe Thou doeft, ſounds a little rudely, to 


| ſoften the Thou, and ſay Thee deft, which is 
3 commonly your Peoples praRtice, and much 
= more improper. Will you ever be able to 
' prove, the Primitive Chriſtians uſed a Diale&t 


or Dreſs different from others of their Na- 
tion and Qualities, and placed Peligion in it? 
Does not Chriſt require  Saluting even thoſe 
who Salute not us? And no doubr his, and 
his Apoſtles Salutations, were in the common 
form. In a word, There is wore Vanity in 
Singularity and Aﬀettaticn, than in a moderate 
following a common innocent Phraſe, Garb,- 


In 


[14]. 

In your X. Article you believe ( you ſay )| 
@ Spiritual Baptiſm, and a Spiritual Supper and 
Communion; but acknowledge you diſuſe the? 
Outward Signs, by us commonly called $a. © 
craments: Now did not Chriſt command | 
Water-Baptiſm : Go ye and Baptize all Nas. 
tions, Matth. 28. 19, 20. The Baptiſm here 
commanded was Water-Baptiſm : For Bap-! 
tizing with the Spirit was GOD's Work, | 
not the Apoſtles; and though the Baptiſm * 
of the Spirit commonly accompanied Bap- 
tiſm wich Water, yet not always, as in the * 
Caſe of Simon Magws, and many others. Yet, 
did not Chiift promiſe ro be with them 
(Preaching to all Nations, and Baptizing ) | Y 
to the end of the World ? Further, Did not: C 
the Apoſtles in Obedience to Chriſt's Com- , 
mand, both conſtantly prafice, and alſo re- 
quire, Water-Baptiſm to all Initiared Chri- ! 
ſtians ? Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe | 
ſhould not be baptized which have received the © 
Holy Ghoſ# as well as we? And he | Peter |] 
commanded they ſhould be baptized : Acts 10. 
47, 48. Then as to the Outward uſe of 
Bread and Wine for the Lord's Supper, can 
any command be more Expreſs than, Thw | 
do in Remembrance of Me? Four times re- 
peated in the New ( which you call the ! 
berter ) Teſtament. To which St. Paul adds, * 
It a ſhewing forth the Lord's Death until 3 
He come, 1 Cor. 11. 26. Now if Chriſt = 
1s 
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J his Apoſtles have commanded this, . who 
hath Authoriſed you to diſuſe it ? Remem- 
ber what St. Paul tells the Corinthians, he re- 
® ceived from the Lord that which on this Sub- 
vet de delivered to them, 1 Cor. 11. 23. And 
cis a ſevere Paſſage in another Epiſtle of his, 
Gal. 1. 8. If we, or an Angel from Heaven, 
* preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that 2hich 
* we have preached unto you, let him be accuſed. 
That which lays afide ſo much of the Old 
Goſpel, and ſers up a New and Variable Rule 
16 Of Faith ( we know not what Light within) 
1c, is Another and New Goſpel. 

» Todraw towards a Concluſion: I have 
© written this ſhort Paper in much and true 
2: © Compaſſion to you : Ir had been far eaſier to 
1. me to have ſaid more, than thus to have con- 
a. ® fined my ſelf: I look upon many of you as 
;. an harmleſs well-meaning People, but under 
| {crong Deluſtons. 

> This your Deluded State proceeds from 
} 

n 

5 


'your making whar you call The Light within 
" you ( Which is in many Cafes nothing but 
your own Prefumprive Perſuaſion or Fancy) 
; @ Rule of Faith and Praftice, Co-ordinate, if nor 
. + Superiour and Antecedent to the Holy Scriptures : 
y Theſe words in your Paper [ hich are the 
| Double and Apreeing Record of True Religion ] 
7 intimate at leaſt thus much, That you will 
x not believe what Scripture faith, except the 
! Light within you diRate the ſame,and ſo make 
| a Dou- 
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a Double Record: Now my Friends, do not 
flatcer your ſelves, GOD is not mocked; you 
muſt Anſwer at the Dreadful Day of Judg. | 
ment, amongſt other Points, ro fuch as theſe ; # 
and therefore Examine your Conſciences be- Þ 
fore-hand. | 


t. Is it not your main End and Study, by 


pretended Morrtifications, and Renouncing | © 


the World ( while there are no fort of Men 
alive that more eagerly purſue it, nor have '4 
more effeCtual, wily, and fecret ways of get- 


ting Wealth than your ſelves? ) Is it nor, I | * 


ſay, your main Aim and End t9 make your 
ſelves a Party conſiderable, and ſuch, ro which, 
for Reaſons of State, peculiar Priviledges muſt ® 
be indulged? | 


2. Are not, to this purpoſe, many of your Dz- þ ? 


fintive Charatters, fuch as your Different Garb 


( for it is plain, not a few of your Peoples F© 


Cloaths, as to Materials, are more coſtly than 7 


many of ours ) your way of ſpeaking, yea, even © Y 


your Looks and Geſtures, aſſumed rather to 7 
make: your ſelves remarkable, and at firſt /ight 7 
Enow from other People, than our of any | 
Perſuaſion, Senſe of Duty, or Conſcience of | 
Obligation ? L 

3. What reaſonable or tolerable Warrant Can | 


4. you plead for waving, ſuppreſſing, at leaſt, not * 
i confeſſmg much the greater part of the Chriſtian | 


Fauth, and Rejefing all Outward Poſitive Parts of | 
EY . Wor 


C 17 ] 
» (eſpecially Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
Weſt! No ich __ uch plain and repeared 
». @ Evidences in Holy Scripture. Your Light 
>, within, \Yl Senſe and Perſwaſion which you 
3 fay you have, and are ſure is from Chriſt ) 
foralmuch as, in the preſent Caſes, it dita- 
reth againſt Holy Scripture, can never be 
proved” even to your ſelves, much leſs ro 


4 9 others, to be from Chriſt : Bur muſt rather, 
3 Jin all reaſon, be reſolved to be one. of the 
« {1 Heights or Depths of Satan transforming bint= 


- 3 ſelf into an Angel of Light. And for any Per- 
7 ©; ſons to yield to ſuch Condutt ( beſides or againſt 
+ i Holy. Scripture ) is plainly 0 abandon themſelves. 
No the Deluſions of the Devil. 


, -* In a word therefore, I again require you, 
as you will anſwer all your Secret Arts and 
; high Pretenſions at Chriſt's Tribunal, that you 
either Embrace and Profeſs the intire Chriſtian 
7 Faith, in the Points wherein I have ſhewn 
"you to be defeCtive ; and that you receive 
. the Chriſtian Seals or Badges, Bapti/m and the 
, 4 Lord's-Supper ; or elſe that you deſiſt to lay clains 
| Ero the Name of Chriſtians. bl 


. 
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It is not for me to Judge you, but again I 
- Way unto you, ( truly from GOD, as His Mi- 
Filter ) Fudge your ſelves. This is the Caſe. 
#If Meh who rake away even from the Faith 
- once deiiver'd to the Saints, at leaſt Two Thirds 


C be- 
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beſides many main' Points of the other Third; 
who Equal their own Preſumtuous Conceits to thi 
Divine Oracles, and Revelations; who uſe anti” 

diſuſe at rs what parts of GOD"s Inſtitute 
Wirſhip they think fit, Even the very Badge 
of Chriſtianity, ( I will not here Interpoſe! 
your ' Making Gain your Godlineſs ) but i 
the aforefaid Men are in a Way of Perdition, 
what can you conclude of your ſelves ? Inj 
the Name of God Repent and Return: And: 
from my Soul I pray, That GOD will pleaſe? 
to give you Repentance. f 


4 
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) DEFENCE 


"Of a PAPER, Entituled; 


IGoſpel-Truths, &c. 


by 


of Have given the Biſhop's Exceptions together 
, ar Large, as-he did our Paper, and ſhall 


now Conſider their Validity. 
He is pleaſed to ſay at the beginning'of his 
(firſt Paragraph, he is ſuch a Reader as in our Paper 
ie deſire: Words that gave me great hopes, 
of not only fair, but friendly dealing z and 
*I heartily wiſh it had been fo : Bur fince it 
'ſeems to me the Reverſe of his Promiſe, he 
— muſt not take it ill from me, if I ſtop a while, 
and ſhew'him a little ro himſelf, and how 
& much he is miſtaken in his own Temper, as 
well as in our Principles. For tho' he begins 
$ wich the Names of Moderation, Charity and 
8 Meekneſs, that's all: He quickly Loſes ſight 
" $of them, and forgets them, with himſelf, al- 
g moſt all the way. And unleſs my Taſte be 
7 Extreamly Depraved, there- is little Reliſh of 
Ce hedbd C 2 thoſe 
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ſuch a Reader indeed ag.had rather we were in 


R 

the Right, than_in the Wrong ; One that did 

_ Preju our eye and woald give us 
or g 


r Enemies) the wording of our , 

own Belief : While the. Biſhop but roo plain-F þ 
h 

C 


ly ſhews, he would not have us in the Right, 
Even where he gares notilay mn free-? 
ly hs Jiggeſts jr). bar we'are in the Wrong © 1 

Firſt, wes Unneceſſary Exceptions to ſuch 
Trixhs, ;as we have Declared in our Paper 
(andihe cannot deny). as imperfe#ly Expreſt, 
becauſe we have not faid- all that might be] 
(aid; ig: Branch them out, or Illuftrate them;! 
tho' enough. ro be underſtood by ſuch as arch; 
not, (Captious. 
| Secondly, by Swppoſitions Incongruous, and:that# 
can have.no other Service than to Expoſe, us,” 
and that. -in 2 very ill Manner. : z<:2M0 

['Thirdly, by rending: us to Deny, what wel. 
dan'r Expreſs in our Paper; Though indeed} 
we Believe 16, 

Fourthly, in not. taking due notice of 
what is Iraplied, as well as Expreſt; Which 
had been bur Juſt. + | 

Fifthly, in making the worſ# of what is not? 
gconcurrent with his Belief, and not the belty 
where we believe the ſame thing. 


. 
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Sixthly, 


.26 | | 
Sixthly, by Grofly Miſrendering out Pre- 
rences tO. Strict Living. 

Laſtly, by Condemning. us upoÞ Ramvour. 
ns All which is moe than beanirg ro: that ſide, 
dF that had rather we were in the. Wrong, than 
SY in the Right; and Conſequently nor ſuch: 4 
I Reater as we delired. That this is: ſo, let it 
- but: be obſerved, how. he Unchrifiens us! in 
3 his Third Paragraph'; tho' Immediarely in a 
NZ ContradiGion to: what he juſt before Acknow- 
$ ledges-in his ſecond--. Nor will -he allow us 
' to: be fo mbch as De&fs in: his: fourth, or 
ng ar -mcſt but very Imperfe& ones; pays 
we have not faid alli of God; rhat. may 
aſcribed ro him. In his ſixth, he ſup 
> Capable of believing that Chriſt. xo - 
j; Corrups.'and Sinful Fleſh, becaufe we lay no 
; more in that Place, of the Manner of his In» 
carnation than the - Evanyelif doth, Fohn 1. 
| 14. AJfo, that we. are Defedtroe,, at be, . Am- 
S* biguors,' about Eternal: Rewards Puniſh- 
- ments. de makes us; art his ſeventh Pa aragsaph, 
| ro) Davy. the ReſurreRion of the, Dead; ar 
| large, and: witbout Diſtinfion, tho'..we there 
Acknowledge a. Fware State, which implies 
it 3 ant have. not fajd- one word - againſt it ; 
but -upjon- all. Occalipns,' in- Print. os pther- 
J wiſe, have Expreſt our Belief of that Branch 
g of Chriſtian )Doarine, 'atcording to- Scruprure, 
& in his Tenth, he derides our Plain: ( though 
. rec. with Language,: of Thou t0 & ſingle Perſon, 
] C 3 though 


[2] 
though'it is what he himſelf gives to God-in 
his Prayers. In his Fourteenth and Fifteenth, | 
he: is' pleated to ſlight and render our Strider | 
Living;”'a Trick to promote a Party, and 'that | 

our Garb,” Looks and Geſtures, are more to' make | 
our” ſelves Remarkable, than out of any Perſwaſion| | 
of Duty," or Conſcience As bad a ConſtruQion WY 
as he conld make. © In his Sixteenth, he rells . 

us; The Light- within us, that we ſay, we have| 
from Chriſt, is rather one of the Heighths or r 
the 'of Satan Tran | and that''we are: 
Abandoned: to bis Deluſions. So that We, (and hn 
moſt of our; Principles too, are ſrark Nought} 
with'che Biſhop. In his' Eighteenth, and laſt 
Paragraph, he ſugg eſts, We take away Two? 
Thitds' ho the Chriſtian Faith,” beſides many Points, a 
of the 'other Third ; and equal our Poop F 
Conceits, $0 'the' Divine 'Ovacles, and ta por i O 
[ 


| 


and- ok, « 14 diſ-uſe at. pleaſure, what 'part of 
God's Iyſtitared Worſhip, we' think fit ; Ruen the 
wery n__ of Chriſtianity. I will not, ſays the ©? 
Biſhop; 3#terpoſe ( yet- ſongeſis it ) your making . 
Gain your Godlineſs ; bit" if 'the Aforeſaid Mea,|. , 
are in a way to Perdition, what can you Conclude -; 
of yoiur ſelves? In the Nwrme of God Repent and 
Return: Thas the Biſhop, upon a whole:Peo- 0 
le,' without any other Provocation, than has} tc 
Coos Expreſr. 1 - I 
[ .hopey' after *this,- He will not' Exped | Id 
(I afti ſute he ought-inor 3 that any - Body} ja 


ſhould think* him ſuch” a Reader, as ' we! de-þ 
fired, 


[ 23 | 
fired for our Goſpel-Truths, and- which he | 
promiſed us tobe z or that he has treated us 
2 with the Moderation, Charity, and Meekneſs, he 
at & made us hope for ; fince none: of our Ad- 
Þ: & verfaries have uſed us much worſe," in fo 
on © little a Compaſs. I heartily wiſh him a bet- 
21 @ ter fight of himſelf, as well as of us, thar 
Is he may be leſs miſtaken in both another 
vel] time ; for I have a reſpe& for him, and de- 
or & fire not. to be upon! theſe Terms with! him, 
re any Longer, than he thinks fir to, make Kt 
d 4neceſlary. 

* The' reſt of his firſt Paragraph is only a 
Strain of Fair and Paſtoral Promiſes, forgotten 
© by him, and not to be remembred any more, 
t1.at this time, by me; and therefore ſhall 
w_ proceed to his Second. Only obſerve this 
5,1 One thing to my Reader, and the Biſhop roo, 
l that he is pleaſed to place Moderation» and 


hes Charity to. our Account, becauſe he does 
1e Not. take us by our word Chiefly .to mean 
we. Only, or All in reference to the things, by us 
a, .. believed: Which, under favour, - ke could 
de - not do in Juſtice; and therefore he needs 
448 not bring us in Debtor for that, which is 
2- | Qur Due, ſince no- Body ever t00k Chiefy, 
as Yfor-. Oy, any more ;than an. Eldeſi,. for an 

yOnly Son, or an Arch, for an Only Biſhop. 
& 3Nor''does Chiefly imply All, any more. than 
y 3 Oniy for whether;'It regards things Hu- 
ey Nang,, or Divine, It imports the Beft Part of 
7 LOTESTA C 4 any 
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any thing, but not All: The' moſt valuabl, 
' thar which deſerves and. commands our Re.# - 
'gard and Eſteem in the firſt place. And'1j 

leave ic with my Reader, whether Believing® 
in Ged, and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit ; and Be. 
lieving the Scriptures, and the Neceſſity of Holz. 

weſ5, and Divine Worſhip, and finally of Eternal 
' Rewards and Puniſhments, are not Points « 
Faich, Chiefly ro be Received, and: Profeſled 
by Chriſtians? And if they are ſuch, the Bi.® 
ſhop muſt have been Super-finely Critical,*” 
upon our word Chiefly, as well 2s that. he'?! 
might have been a berter Husband of his iz 


deration_ and Charity, and have kept them for 
an Occaſion where they might have been 
more needed, and Conſequently berter ' be”? 
ſtowed. 

His Second Paragraph allows us to have; 
{ufficiently Expreſt our Chriſtian Belief in two 
Articles, but with this Cenſure, thac of Eleven,® 
we ate only Clear in theſe Two, Viz. Fuſtification”" 
by Chrift; And Submiſſion to the Civil Government, 
wiſhing we may always ſtick to this Belief, and; 
Prattice; and adds, I heartily Rejoyce to find you}, 
«cknowletye rhe Neceſſity: of Chriſt, as a Propitia- 
tion, in order to the Remiſſron of Sins, and Fuſtify- 
ing you, as Sinners, from'Guilt. Tis the firſt tims 
[ have hoard of it among you. TR 

If ſo: Ir 1s the Biſhop's Fault, and ſeemy : 
co me, , next to Impoſlible ; ſince before that's 
Paper- was given him, he was pleaſed roy* 
=] |  AcknoW- 


[#5 ] 
Acknowledge he had” read ſeveral of our 
Books; particularly, my Riſe and Progreſs of 
the People called Quakers, taking it our of his 
®* Pocket at that time; alſo Robert Barclay's 
{ Apology, which States, and Vindicates our 
Principles at large, in which the two Do- 
arines afore-mentioned, are very clearly De- 
clared, and Maintained, notwithſtanding he 
ſeems to make this look like a New Diſcovery. 
* Bur however, I am pleaſed, that the Biſhop 
al*: is fo, at two of the Goſpel-Truths : I am of 
> Opinion if ke had well conſidered the Force 
-4- and Comprehenſiveneſs of our Belief concern- 
ing Chriſt, that pleaſes him ſo well, he mighr 
have ſaved himſelf the Trouble of what he 
.” has publiſhed ro the World upon the- reſt 

of them : For, whoever believes in Chriſt, 
ve; As A Propitiation, in order to Remiſſion of Sinz, 
of and Fuſtification of Sinners from the Guilt of 

Sin, can hardly disbelieve any Fundamental 
© Article of the Chriſtian Religion ; fince, eve- 
t, Iy ſuch Perſon, muſt Neceflarily believe 5» 
xd, God, becauſe it is with Him alone Man is 
m;, Io be Jaſtifiked. To be ſure he muſt believe 
;F # Chriſt, tor that is. the very Propofition. 
'-& He muſt. alſo believe in. the Holy Gboſt, be- 
4% caule, he is the Aurhor of his Convition, Re- 
pentance, and Belief. He muſt believe Heaven, 


$3 and Hell,. Rewards, and Puniſhment, and Con- 
ef ſequently the Reſurre#ion of the Fuſt, and Un- 
18* 1: ' For, why ſhould he be Concerned, 
- | | abour 


| [26]. 
about being; freed. from the Guilt of his Sin, C 
if he-were unaccquntable in another World? 
So ithat- Acknowledging the Neceſſity of &T 
Chriſt;' as a Propitzation, in order to the Re- , 
miſſion. of Sin, comprehends the main Do- 
Erine of Chriſtian-Religion ; and as ſo many I 
Lines drawn from :the Circumference to the KF 1 
Cemer,. they all meet and center in Chriſt: And i 
indeed-ir-is as the Nawel.of Chriltianity, and ® a 
CharaQteriſtick of; that Religion. -- / *t 
. I: would intreat Him again, to-reflect well '* 1 
upon his own Acknowledgment, and Com- *; ] 
mengation .of our- Belief, concerning. the Eng, |” | 
and--Berefit of Chriſt, ro Mankind z- and he | 
cannot think us ſo:deficient, muctt lels; under ® |] 
ſuch firong and dangerous Deluſions, as he has ** 
been pleaſed ro repreſent us, : tt # 


His Third Paragraph will nor ſuffer us to | 


| be:Ghtriltians, notwithſtanding what we have © 


ſaid of our Belief; in Chriſt in; our. Paper * 
Called Gaſpel-Truths., / In;one ſenſe T ſhall teafi- 

Iy agree with him,'for I think nothing: makes | 
any i-Man:;;a True Chriſtian, but Regeneration, © 
the; Power , of the- Son of God Revealed in 
te, Soul, . Converting, It to God : For: the: Devils 
| Believe,. and Tremble t00, and yet-;are Devils 
| fill; they Believe what, is. True, but they do 
| not Try; Believe inchim : that is True; They ! 
kngw. and aſſent ro the. Propofitions of; Truth, 7 
ar. Articles of Faith,, and knew Him! - i” 4 
hr1 
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In, & Chriſt too, when He came of old, and called 
1d? him by His Name, but -this did now; wake 
of True Chriſtians Then cf them : Nor: yet does 
Re- an Afſent Now to all the Truths of the Go- 
o- ſpel, Truly Qualifie Men Chriſtians, wileſs: they 
ny iN feel the Power of them, upon their Hearts, - :Arid 
he FI would have my Reader refle& well upon 
nd & this Great and Eſſential Truth, tho' he: were 
ad & as Big as'a Biſhop: For a New Creatare is the 
* Buſineſs ;.an Orthodox Life, the Croſs of ,Chriſt, 
Il ©? which is the Narrow way of Self-denial; Yet 
2- |] muſt: ſay, That whoever declares,:he be- 
G, | lieves-in Chriſt as his: Sacrifice and Santlifier, 
ie | which is to ſave both. from the Guile and 
r # Pollution of Sin, is a Profeſſor of | Chriſtianity, 
IS | and may reaſonably be allowed to be a Chyi- 
' ſtian atlarge. And that what we have decla- 

. red, in our Third, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, Ge- 

* fpet-Truth,':camprehepds the Belief / before- 
2 mentioned; my Juſt and -Sober Reader may 


* fatisfie himſelf in; the peruſal thereof; ++ | 


' His:Faurthy Paragraph-faulrs our figſt Artie 
- cle, as:he is pleafed to call it, with grear 
| Shortneſs| and: Imperfettion concerning our | Belief 
of God ; tor tho” he ſays we own his Providence 
as to the other: Life, yet we ſay nothing, as-'to the 
Creation 'of "this preſent World, and Providence 
over it : 'Buti with the. Biſhop's leave He that 
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Z believesin God, believes in all that's:necella- 


4 
A; 
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Iy to the Supreme Being. *Tis what _—_— 
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['28:] 
all Chriſtans, cake for granted, and allow, ail Þ 
ofren'a# they hear any one ſay, He believes in 
Goz. - /For nor to be. believe Him O»mipotent, | 
Onniſcient, and Omnipreſint, is not to believe! 
him ro be God, being inſeparable from the 
Divine Nature. I muſt appeal ts the Biſhop, 
| whether a ſmall Grain of Charity would 
|| _ not have excuſed us from bis RefleCtion. upon 
i! this Head. We have faid more. than Moſes 
ſaid to/Phayarh : For beſides that, I am, is no 
more than, He is; We have added that He is; |: 
the- Rewnrder of all Men, according to their © 
Works. We gave the Text, as it is; and the} 
very Text ſeems expreft for a: Declaration of | 
Faith in God, viz. He, that will come to God, 
believe that He is, and that He is a Rewarder, © 
of them- that ſeek Him. The Text does not '\ 
Enumerate and Require the Belief of all the 
Divine Attributes, and Properties-that are in þ 
God, bur the bare Belief of his Being, nd 
what He is-to Mankind that fear him: And © 
whatever the Biſhop ſays, this is enough for -| 
2a Man to come'to God, thought nov-enough, | 
ic ſeems; i to come to-"'the Biſhop: in: the Qua- | 
| lirp of ia Believer: He mufr help the: Holy 
| Ghoſe to ſpeak Property, or: we; that; ſpeak 
| afrerhim, muſt be deficient in aur: Expreſlions, 
if nor-our Belief. But when: any:ohe affirms; 
thac Man was created by. God; is he : Short, | 
 Fallacious, or Equivocal, - becauſe/he: does not 
fay' ba 1God made-Man,. or. what. he! _ 
is; im? , 
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him 2? Is: not. his Body, Soul, and Spirit, his 
Will, Underſtanding, Memory and Aﬀedtions com- 
xt; prized, and meant, under that word Man? 
ve Beſides; could. the Biſhop think that white - 
XZ we own God's greater Providence, his leffer 
could be disbeheved by us? He that has 
the alone:Power of Rewarding Men, in the 
other World, according to their Works in 
{es © this, muſt certainly be the Sovereign of Both; 
10 and his. Providence, in Juſtice, is to be fo 
i; 3 underſiood. And as it is moſt certain thatwe 
2 believe of God, all that the Holy Scriptures 
# declare of him, and whatſoever is proper to 
Z that Great and Glorious Being; ſo, had we 
Z not thought it unneceſſary to be more par- 
” ricular, from the Common Notion all Men 
*, have of the Deity, the Biſhop could have 
had no room left for the Exerciſe of his 
Charity. 

In: his Fifch Paragraph he Blames us of 
being. DefeEtive in our Confeſſion of the 
.- Holy Trinity: Though we give it in the very 
- Terms of the Holy Ghoſt, : Fobn 15. 7. If 
» this is.not a ſufhcient Text co prove the Tri- 
| nity, that Antiquity Urges, and alſo. Modern 
Writers. of the Church of England, to prove 
it, I know not where: ro find one, in the 
Scripture. | 

It is Generally Believed the Apoſtle Fobr 
gave this Declararation to the fir#}\Chriftians, 
[0 prevent their being deluded by Cerinthize. 
How 
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How. come the Biſhop then to render it but 
4::by paſſage, and otherwiſe intended by the 
Apoſcle, than for an Article of Faith about the 


Where in the Writings of the New: 'Tefta- 
ment? . Three and yer One, is the Dottrine 
of: the Trinity: And no other Apoſtle has 
gone ſo far, or been ſo Expreſs: Infomuch 
that. the Text has been doubted, and ren- 
der'di Apocryphal by ſuch as do not believe 


pole, even by the Anti-Trinitarians. . How 
then 1s the Text defective with the Biſhop? 


He adds, And it was to the Apoſtles purpoſe, 
touching the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : But 
what. Ro could the Apoſtle have, bur 
that of 


Biſhop:muſt be very hard put to it, certain- 
Iy,-.to. ſhift of, and leſſen our Confeſſion in 
this Point, and Rather than fail, render the 
Text-ir ſelf ſhorr ; | which, with ſubmiſſion, 
I think is a bold Attempt in one of his Sta- 
tion, if he Bclieves the Thirty Nine Ar- 
ticles, 


The 


Trinity 2.Is there a plainer, or a fuller any 


the: Common Do@rine of the Trimity ; and 
Faifted .in to ſerve the turn of Trinitarians : 
So'iplain; it has ' been thought to their pur- 


Bur he: fays the Apoſtle writ it «pon occaſion : 
Doubtleſs he did fo. Bur what other Oc-F 
_ caſion, I pray, than that of the Holy Trinity ? |; 


Declaring the Ti#nity, and yet Unity ? © 
What ..otheg Uſe does he make of it? The | 
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The next and fixth Paragraph, relating” to 
our third” Goſpel-Truth, is large, and  confiſts 
of divers Branches, and therefore I ſhall Con- 
' fider them diſtintly and apart. In the third 


- Article, You acknowledge indeed the Son of God 


50 have been made Fleſh, but neither Concetyed 
by the Holy Ghoſt, nor Born of the Virgin Mary: 
So that it does not appear, by this your Confeſſion, 
but that he as at firſt an Ordinary, Corrafit and 
e © Sinful Perſon. I think it is hardly to'be'ſup- 

©} poſed that we could intend fo Gros a thing; 


- © or that it is inferrible from the Manner' of 
. / Expreſſing of our ſelves,in Reference toChrif's 


Manifeſtation in the Fleſh. Where Enough is 
ſaid, ro Comprehend the Reſt, all is Meant, 
tho? all-be not Expreſt : We call him the Be- 


| Joved Son of 'God, the Only Begotten of the Fa- 


' ther: Pray what is that ſhort of being Con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt ? To be ure, it is ve- 
ry far from a Corrupt and Sinful Perſon, a Sup- 
poſition as remote from what we ſaid, as from 


2 ® what the Biſhop promiſed, viz. Chariry. He 


+ that Confelſes' the word was made Fleſh, Con- 
. & felles Him made Fleſh by God, and--there- 
fore made- Holy Fleſh : For God never made 
any Corrupt Or Sinful Fleſh. If the place 'is 
read, as fome do, viz. the Word took Fleſh 
the Fleſh muſt be Holy, for he would not 
take, or dwell in Sinful Fleſh. nor 
And had the Biſhop well remembered' whar 
he Acknowledged, upon! our- Believing Chrife 
| tO 
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$0 be 2 Propiciation-for Sin, not many lines 
before, he could never have Suggeſted ſo un- 
reaſonable, as. well as uncharitable a Conceit, 
fince Sinful Fleſh, or a. Corrupt Perſon could. ne- 
wer be any part of a Sacrifice for Sin :. So that in 
Commending that parr, of our Belief, he has 
ſufficiengly ſecured. us. againſt rhis part of his 
Infnuation. Burt the Biſhop proceeds to Ag- 
gravate our Shorrneſs in Expreſſion to a Severe 
Impucation, viz. that we own him rot ſo much 

as. Feſus or the Chriſt. 
- This-mufr. be a.,great overſight of the Bi- 
ſhop,'nor. ro ſay worſe, when the very Fourth 
Head, about Juſtification by Chriſt, of which 
he declares himſelf ſo well ſatisfied, Thrice 
confellts - hin» to be Chriſt, viz. in the Firft, 
Third 'and Fourth Lines. Again, we call him 
 Chriff in the Firi# Line of the Fifth Goſpel- 
Truth ; likewiſe in the Firf# and Fourth Lines 
of the Sixth we. call him Chri##: We do the 
ſame; in the Fir agd Fifth Lines of the Eighth, 
and in-the Fir# Line of our Tenth Goſpel- 
Truth : How the Biſhop came to mils in ſo 
Palpable a Point of Fact, in the Compals of Far 
one half. ſide of a Sheer of Paper, I cannot 
ine, and am unwYling to Cenſure. Nor Fe4 
would I willingly chink-cthe Biſhop ſo Trifling, 
as, well; as Dilingenious, as tro Excuſe himſelf xp 
herein, becauſe we.do not call the Word Fe: 
that,took Fleſh by che Name of Chriſt in Fc 
 rhat place, ſince the. Biſhop: Repeats. ic from? 
- us 
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vs, out of our aforeſaid Fourth Head, about 
Fuſtification by Chriſt, where we call him by 
 & the Name of Chrif, as may be ſeen in the 
. Þ Second and foregoing Paragraph of his Re-_ 
| & fletions. Beſides, we have not Confeſſed his 
; BE Name leſs than Nine times in that Paper. 
But if the Biſhop could yer infiſt upon the 
word Chriſ# not being in our Third Head, 
> FI fay the Thing is there, though the Word 
> Bbenot. For what is Chriſt but the Word 
made Fleſh, and who is the Word made 
- EFleſh bur Feſus Chrif ? Again, who is the 
1 Beloved Son of God but Chrif; and who 
1 elſe but Chriſt is the Beloved Som of God; 
e and Only Bepotten of the Father, full of Grace 
| 
9 
a 


and full of Truth : For theſe High and Di- 
[tinguiſhing CharaQers are to be found in 
That very Head of DoCtrine, where the Biſhop 
ill not have us to acknowledge him to be 
briff. So that unleſs a Corrupt and Sinful Perſon 
an be full of Grace and Truth, I wonder how 
he Biſhop came to ſuppoſe a thing, in our 
ame, ſo very Groſs. But he proceeds in the 

ame Paragraph, You acknowledge indeed he died 
or Sin, but you have not one Word of his Reſur- 
ection from the Dead, or of his Aſcention into 
eaven, which it may be proved ſome of you bave 

xpreſly denied, ſaying, he is not hw into 
eaven, be is in us: With more to this Ef- 
ect. I ſhould be ſorry to tax the Biſhop 
re of Abſurdity and Uncharitableneſs ; but _; 
D whe 


[ 34] 


who cab help it? For if Chriſt be not Riſen, 
He / is fill in his Grave ; He is no more, 
How then do we aflert him to be a Propif 
riation, and the Ligbt and Life of his People! 
See Goſpel-Truth 3, 4, 5, and 6. Can that 
which 1s Dead San#ifie and Foſtifie Believers 


Can the Dead give us Grace and the Ho 
Spirit ? Or have we not ſaid fo of Chril, h 
that he is the Giver thereof? And if we have 
ſaid fo, muſt not the Biſhop be Extream-y 
ly beſide the buſineſs? His Uncharitableneſ,, 
is as obvious, I will not fay his Uncruth 
but I muſt pray him to Refle& a little better 
upon what he has writ ; for unleſs he woul 
make us to mean the Grave, when we ſay. 
thar Wicked. Men ſhall never come whergſ,, 
Chriſt i: gone; .Goſpel-Truth 6. he mult allowſſh, 
that we acknowledge Chriſt to- be in Heaw y 
and Conſequently A/cended. What ſhall I fa 
to 'bis Story of fome of our Friends, whon 
be makes to affirm that Chriſt is not aſcendÞ. 
ed. into Heaven, he is in.us? Can it touchſſ, 
usz: of ſhould he have ſaid ir, and not have, 
proved 'ir? Is that fair and candid? Is iti 
Charitable, Suppobng it were true, whicklf; 
does not appear ? Or is it Juſt to Inſfinuatd; 
it upon the People as Dubiozs ? But let it be 
neyer ſo true, it cannot Conclude the Peoiſfe, 
ple,” if not the A# of the People. Thelz; 
Church of England has Doftors of very dit, 
ferent Sentiments ; would the Biſhop thinklſſh; 
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re fair the Common Belief of the Church 
ould thereby be concluded ? Ir is true, and 
great and comfortable Truth, hat Chriſt « 
'W: 5, according tO 2 Cor. 13. 5. Gal. 2. 16. 
ol. 1. 26, 27. but not Confined to Man : He 
'Ss not ſo there, as that he 1s no where elſe, and 
of all that he is not in Heaven, For 

he Apoſtle tells us, Eph. 4. 10. that He Aſcend- 
d far above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
MBZ:;ngs ; then he is in Man certainly. So that 
ur aſſerting that DoEtrine of the Indwelling 
of Chriſt in Man, does not make void his be- 


(Cling elſewhere, becauſe he is every where: Tho 


Heaven moſt Gloriouſly, without doubt, 
Wecing there Glorified with the Glory that he had 
With the Father before the World began. And 
"Fey that Thus believe in Chriſt cannot de- 
y his being at God's Right Hand, which 
gnihes, according to Scripture, Philip 2. 9, 
So, 11: the Higheſt Exalcation : Nor yet. to ' 
e their Mediator, for that is inſeparable from 
is being their Propitiation. So that though 
Fe did not dwell upon Points, but were Con- 
3 VFice 1n our Expreſſions, yet whatever is Im- 

Wd or is Implicable from any Afertion, Fu- 

W-ce, as well as Charity always grantsz and 

© would the Biſhop have done, . had they 
een Uppermoic in his Mind when his Pen 
"an fo falc, againſt us, I muſt own ir was 
ot writ for Criticks, bur for ſuch Readers as 
ne Biſhop ſays he was, or ſhould have been, 
_l D 2 tg 
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ro wit, who Exerciſe Moderation and Charity; 


more of which, I hope he thinks as well x; 
F,, will do him no harm. 


Bur it diſcurbs the Biſhop that we have ai 
nothing of Chriſt's coming zo Fudgment, nor « 
the End of the World, whether it be Diſolvab 
or Eternal. For the firſt, it is implied in on 
making all Men Accountable to God, for thei 
Deeds done in the World. For the Other, i 
was not under our Conſideration, being n 
objeRed to us. Butthey that ſay as much « 
Chriſtian DoArine as we have done in thoi 
Eteven Heads of our Paper, did never yet, th 
I have heard, believe the Eternity of this Work 
Heb. 1.10, It, 12. 


Yer again fays the Biſhop, Not a word of 

| Chutch, which it may be feared you ſtrike out 

your Belief, becauſe you are reſolved never mort 
return- into the Unity of the Church, but to 

and maintain a Schiſm or Party for ever. z, 


Theſe are very harſh ConſtruRtions, beſid 
that they beg the Queſtion,' and in my Onffl 
nion would have paſt better from a Perl ; 
whofe Office was leſs . concerned in Char | 
than Thar of a Biſhop : But why, pray, muff p 
Intereſt and Obſtinasy Rule our Diſſent ? Whal ;, 
tO be gor by it? Profit and Preferment go tlif [ 
Biſhop's Way, I will not ſay he goes Theilff x 


p! 
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Bur why not Conſcience, tho it were milta- 
ken, fince we have been all along of the 
Loſing fide? Which is not uſually eſpouſed 
by the Men of Intereſt ; nor are Men ordina+ 
rily Obſcinate againſt their Intereſt. Let us at 
leaſt be Honeſt Men and allowed to mean 
ab well though we were miſtaken. But what 
ous Church, of the many Churches in Europe is 
helf the Biſhop's One Church, to which he would 
'> WM have us return? He hasnot rold us. Methinks 
NE he that cenſuresour Shortneſs ſo much, ſhould 
h Y not have been deficient himſelf in 10 mate- 
no rial a Point. So that if we arc our of the 
way, we muſt be {ſo ſtill for all the Biſhop ; 
I fince we are yet to- ſeek what Church we 

Err from, or ſhould repair to. But I will 

ſuppoſe he means his Own, by which he ex- 
f Cludesthe Lutheran and Calviniſt ; the Presbyteri- 
an, Independant and Baptiſt, as well as the Peo- 
TY ple called Quakers, from being of his One 
Church; to ſay nothing of the Roman Cathe- 
tick or Greek Churches. But unleſs the One 
Church, as he phraſes it, by which I under- 
{tand him to Intend the true One, may be of 
rwo minds, it will be difficult for him to © 
recommend his own above the reſt, becauſe 
that is not only broken in Sentiments, but 
Prattice t00, and which the Biſhop knows is 
no longer a Secret, I might anention the 
Differences warmly managed between the 
Doctors of ir, about Grace and Free-wil! ; ons 
D 3 raking 
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taking the Calvinif, the other the Arminia 
way ; as they alſo do about the DoEtrine of 
Satusfation and Fuſtification. Likewiſe the late 
Controverſie between two Famous Men of 
the Church, abour che Trinity, who are fol 
lowed in their differing Sentiments by great 
Numbers of the Learned 'of the Biſhops On 
Church: And for that Reaſon ( if no _ 
IT cannot be ſo well ſatisfied of his exa 


Correſpondence with all the Articles of that 
Church himſelf. And I hope I am not be 
ſide rhe buſineſs, when I fay it would very 
well have become the Biſhop to have told ug 
what it is he would have us believe, when 
he found ſo much fault with what that Pape 


ſays we do believe. It would be too long 
and perhaps he might think it beſides the 
buſineſs, ar leaſt the brevity the Caſe require 
to give him the Reaſons of our Separatic 
and Diſſent or D:/agreement with the Church, 
I put theſe Words together, becauſe ſome 
were never. Members of it, and ſo they could 
not properly be ſaid ro ſeparate from it ; but 
true it is, we may all be faid to Diſſent or 
Diſagree; and 1 would -think the Biſhop 
ſhould not be much ro ſfeek'for the Reafons off. 
it. And yer where we are vulgarly/appre- 
hended co differ moſt, we dillent leaſt, I mean 
in DoCtrine,.. which is the reaſon ſo many have 
upon occaſion ſaid, as indeed did the Biſhop 
at the Viſu I made him: vis. Hhy we m_ 
: 
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the ſame, "tis what wwe Preach as vell-as you. 
Fot except it be the wording of ſome of the 
Articles' of Faith in School Terms, there are very 
few of them profeſt by the Church of Eng- 
land, to which we do not heartily Aſſnr. 
And this I have expreſt for my ſelf, and in 
behalf of my Friends in my Key, and" Primitive 
Chriſtianity revived. Bur of this and the more 
material Reafons of our diſtance from the 
Church, I may have occaſion to expreſs my 
{elf at the Cloſure of this Vindication. 


But the Biſhop proceeds in his Sixth - Para- 
graph : Nor have you a word of the Refurre&ti- 
on of the Body, which divers of you have been 
known to deny, . and others of you only ſay, It may 


be ſo. 1 ſhall conſider this Immediately upon 
the next Paragraph, where he treats upon the 
ſame ſubje&, and apply my ſelf ro his con- 
cluſion of this : Laſtly, Tho” you acknowledge 
everlaſting Rewards for them that fear God, yet 
nothing of the everlaſting Puniſhment of wicked 
Men.” I think' we db, and that the'Biſhop ag- 
gravares hisdiſingenuity ro us upon this Head: 
For the Wotds' of the: Paper are theſe, 17 is 
our Belief that God is, and that he s a' Rewatder 


tl of «ll them that fear him,with Eternal Rewards of 


Happineſs ;- avd that' thoſe that fear him nt 
ſhall be turned into Hel], The Scriptures are, 
Heb. 11, 6. Rev. 22 12. Rom. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
Pſalm. 9, 17. Now tho' Eternal is not joyn- 
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ed to Hell,yet Juſtice as well as Candor would 
have underſcood ir ſo, and to mean the Hell 
of the damned, the Puniſhment of Evil Doers af- 
ter this Life, according to, the Ancient, Com- 
mon Belief. But the Biſhop that ſeldom fails 
ro make ,the Worſt of every thing for us, 
Thus Comments upon aur Words. You men- 
tion Hell indeed, but whether you mean thereby the 
Grave, as moſt commonly in Scripture s meant, or 


@ Place of Temporal Punifhment after this Life, as Þ 
ſome have done, or a State of total Deſtruttion |: 
and Annihilation, as many now a-days do, no One 
knows. But with the Biſhop's leave, what if | 


we mean None of Theſe, may we not be in 
the right for all that? For what if none of 
theſe are. the Ancient, Common and Scri- 
pture Belief, what will the: Biſhop do then ? 
Since One would think that one of them is 

the Biſhop's Hell, becauſe he gives Us and 
his Reader no more Room for our meaning, 
or any other Belief of a Hell. And either 
one of theſe is an Article of hz Belief, or elſe 
he keeps the true Hell to himſelf, and was 
not ſo juſt as to include that in the Queſtion 
with the reſt, leſt he ſhould be thereby guil- 
ty of ſuppoſhng us capable of meaning the 
True One jn our Goſpel-Truths, viz. The Worm 
_ never dies, the Fire that never goes out, 
where # weeping and gnaſhmg of Teeth for ever : 
See 2 The ad ang 3-6 6. 4 And 
Which, I think, is none of the Threg ay Bi- 
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ſhop mentions. However, he abundantly 
ſhews his Inclination to repreſent us rather 
Wrong than Right, in our Belief: For if the 
Scriptures by us cited are conſulted, they 
plainly ſhew we never meant the Grave, and 
that they Equally Refer to the Future State 
of the Souls of Men; wiz. That all ſhall re- 
ceive the Recompence of their Works, and the Re» 
wards of their Deeds, according to the Nature 


| and Qzality of them. And if the Rewards 


Es x, 9H 


of the Righteous are Eternal, then ſo muſt 
thoſe of the Wicked be, or both muſt be 
Temporary: For the Holy Ghoſt makes zo 
Difference as to the Duration of the one more 
than of the other. One Grain of a Truly 
Chriſtian Temper, had ſaved the Biſhop, and 
he me, the Trouble of this as well as of other 
Reflections. 

I am now come to his Seventh Paragraph, the 
firſt part of which is a heavy Complaiat of 
our Shortneſs and Deficiency in Expreſling of our 
Belief. We, it ſeems, are roo General in ſome 
Points, and Wave Others; he is pleaſed to 
ſay Eight of Twelve, but Inſtances only in 
that of the Reſurrefion; tho he conjures us 
at the ſame time, upon our Eternal Account, 
to conſider what he ſays. Now if being Ge- 
neral and keeping to the terms of Scripture 
be a Fault, we are like to be more. vile with 
the Biſhop: For thanks be to God, Thar, only is 
Qur Creed, and with good reaſon too, fince it 
'0 
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is fit That ſhould only conclude and be the 
Creed of Chriſtians, which the Holy Ghoſt 
could only Propoſe and Require us to be- 
Heve. For-if the'Comment is made the Creed 
inſtead of the Text, from that time we be- 
Heve not in God but in Man. I heartily 
wiſh none had been wiſe above what is writ- 
ten, and that Generals had Concluded Chriſti- 
ans: Then Charity had been berrer Maintain- 
ed, and Piety Promoted : Whereas Strains or 
Refines upon the Text, have thrown us into 


{ thoſe Labrinths of Controverſie, that the Zeal 


which ſhould have been Imployed to ſup- 
preſs Sz in all its Branches, has too Gene- 
rally been uſed to Fire one Party upon Ano- 
ther, till Practice, which is Religion indeed, 
was:blown up by the Generality. So much 
= onr Shortneſs or Wavering, as the Biſhop 
calls 1t. 


I ſhall now attend his only neceſſary Point 
.of Eight, that he thought fit to mention, 
which he ſays we either ſuppreſs. or wave, 
VIZ. The Reſurrettion of the Dead : | confeſs I 
did- not think that any Body would have 
been fo  uncharitable to us, after our Ac- 
knowledging the Fuure State of the Juſt and 
Unuft, ſmnce that implies it, and every e- 
due to'it. However I will attend what 
the Biſhop urges for Proof of what we don't 


deny, buralways muſt the Slander of "_ 
0. 
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' . b Twill (fays he) only mind you of two Paſ- 


ſages out of the — of Truth, 1 Cor. 15. 
16, 17. If the Dead riſe nat, your Faith is vain, 
ou are yet in your Sins. Hence It appears 
(fays the Biſhop) all other Points of Faith are 
in vain, if this be not true, And ſo ſay I, as 
well as the Biſhop, and ſhall always fay as 
he ſays, while he fays no more than the 
Text ſays: For who can think that allows 
himſelf to think, that we ſhould not believe 
an Immortality, who have expoſed our ſelves, 
and ſuffered ſo much that we may obtain 
an happy One. But the Queſtion 1s not whe- 
ther the Dead Riſe, But with what Bodies ? For 
if the Dead Riſe not, then may we ſay with 
the Apoſtle, Verſe 19. in the ſame Chapter, 
We are of all Men moſt Miſerable. So that the 
Reſurrection of the Dead is out of all Di- 
ſpute with us : But with What Body, will I be- 

lieve, be One, tr: the Dead Riſe. 
Here 1t 1s we are Cautious, and tread Softly ; 
Remembring what the Apoſtle ſays to the 
Curious and 1nquiſitive upon this Head, Verſe 
35» 36, 37, 3%. But ſome Man will ſay, How 
are the Dead raiſed up, And with what Bodies do 
they come? Thou Fool, thou ſoweſt not that Body 
which ſhall be, but bare Grain. — But God giv- 
eth it a Bodyas It hath pleaſed him, and ro every 
Seed his own Boay. Here is the Ground of our 
Caution, which the Biſhop is pleaſed to call 
Swppreſſing, and others denying of the Refur- 
| rection 
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reftion. We have indeed been Negative to 


the Groſs Conceits of People concerning the 
Riling of this Carnal Body, we carry about 


us, which better agrees with the Alcoran of 


Aahomet, than” the Goſpel of Chriſt. . But 
that there.1is a Reſurrettion of the Fuſt and Un- 
Juſt to Rewards and Puniſhments, we have ever 
Y believed. And indeed we cannot but won- 

+ der that any ſhould be 4diſpleaſed with us for 


being Pleaſed with that which God us pleaſed to Þ 
give us. Bodies we ſhall have, but not the > 
ſame ſays the Apoſtle, and ſo believes the |} 


Quaker; but God giveth every one a Body as 
pleaſeth him, and that Pleaſeth us, whoever it 
diſpleaſeth : For we had rather be called Fools 
Ten times by the Biſhop than Once by the 
Apoſtle, which: we think we ſhould deſerve, 
if we ſhould dare to frerch the Text, or pre- 
ſume to define the Secret. 


- The other Scripture urged by the Biſhop, 
in defence of what we never oppoſed,> iS Rom. 
IO. 9. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Month the 
Lord Jeſus, and believe in thine Heart, that God 
hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. He adds, Thoſe who believe this as they 
ſhould do, ſhall be ſaved. But that we have 
left out both Chriſt's Reſurrettion, and our Own 
in our Faith. In the firſt part of his Note, I 
agree with him, that all who Rightly believe 


the Text, will be ſaved: For that muſt os. 
y 
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by the Illumination and Working of the Saving 
Power of Chriſt in the Heart, that he can 
ſo believe. But that we have left out Chriſt's 
Reſurreftion and our Own, 1s a miſtake already 
obſerved, becauſe they are both _y Impli- 
ed; one in our Belief of Chriſt's heing a Pro- 


pitiation for Sin, and the Light, Life and Strength, 


of his People, and in giving us his Grace and 
Holy Spirit, which that which is Dead cannot 
do: And our own Reſurrection is ſufficient- 
ly ſecured in our declared Belief of Rewards 


and Puniſhments ; tho the Mode of it be not 


Expreſt : Nor was there any reaſon for ſaying 
more upon that Head with reſpect to the 
Occaſion of our Papers being Publiſhed. 


I am now come to the Biſhop's Eighth Pa- 
ragraph, which Comprehends his Exceptions 
to Three of our Goſpel-Truths, viz. the 5th, 
6th, and 7th, which wholly relate to the 
Doctrine of the Light of Chriſt within Man. 
And I am truly ſorry to find the Biſhop at 
ſo great. a loſs, as that Paragraph ſhews him, 
about ſo Excellent and Evident a Principle; and 
which ſo very much concerns him, and in- 
deed All Men to know. And that my Rea- 
der may Inform himſelf throughly in this 
Matter, I muſt deſire him to look back and 
read thoſe Three Goſpel-Truths, and compare 
them with the Biſhop's Eighth Paragraph, 
and he will make himſelf much a better 
Jndge 
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| Judge 6f the Validicy of the Biſhop's Anſwer 
and my Reply, and which of us two keeps 
| cloſeſt to the Doctrine and Language of the 
# holy Scriptures, that he in the ſame Paragraph | E 
| ſeems ſo much to ReſpeR. V 


4 His firſt Exception in this Parapraph is at I 
8 - our Incapacity: For he ſays we have never d 
if been able yet, that he could firid, to make our | © 
i mhat we mean by the Light of Chrift within, 
# Perhaps the Biſhop has never ſought, or has ® 
S ſought amiſs; which as great and learned | ! 
Men as himſelf have done before now, and | 
% ſo miſt what they have ſought for: And | ' 
then it cannot be a wonder, that he has not | © 
found out what we mean by the Light of | 1! 
Chriſt in Man. But that a Biſhop ſhould re- | © 
| preſent this an uninteligible Doctrine, after I} 
reading ſo diſtint and plain an account of |} © 
 itin R. B's Apology, not to mention divers 
other Books; and which is of greater Au- || ! 
# thority, the Scriptures of Truth, is no or- | 
W dinary Surpriſe to me. Has the Biſhop for- { 
I got the firlt of Fohn, and the 4th, gth and 16th f 
I! Verſes, there ſpeaking of the Word-God, he c 
| fays in him was Life, and the Life was the Light 
of Men. D 
| 
| 


This is that Light of Chriſt the Quakers 
| Afert, and delire to turn the Minds of all 
eople too. For all muſt have ir, if/ ic be 

| - 
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the Light of all, as the Text plainly tells us 
it is. The Ninth Verſe is yet more exprels, 
viz. That -was the True Light which lighteth 
Every Man that cometh into the World; then 
which, _— can be more Expreſt to our 
purpoſe. And that the Biſhop ſhould feel 
no ſhare in this Glorious Light of Men, ren- 
ders him very unfit, methinks, for an Overſeer 


of them. 


—_— >», wo - a * 


® 1 know ſome read this Text otherwiſe, as 
= indeed he did to me in Cork. viz. That was 
| the true Light, That Coming into the World 
lighteth all Men ;, referring the word Coming 
to Chriſt, and not to Man. But all the Ver- 
ſions I ever met with,and I have ſeen more than 
twenty, reader the verſe as it is in our Engliſh 
Tranſlations : And all Criticks and Commen- 
tators, except the followers of Socinus, Read 
and Render it as we do. "And while we have 
ſo much Company and fo great Authority, 
I think we need not be Solicitous about the 
ſucceſs of this point. But beſides that the 
foregoing verſe tells us, that the Divine Life 
of the Word-God, #5 the Light of Men, which 
thews all Mankind have it in them ( for it is 
the Light of their 24inds, and nge of their 
Bodies) it is impoſſible that InteÞpretation 
ſhould be true in a ſtrict Senſe: For the Com- 
ing of Chriſt in that Bleſſed manifeſtation 
wasto the Jews only : He ſays it himſelf, he 
WAs 
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was #0t ſent but to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe i 


Iſrael, Matth. 13. 24. Again, he came unto bf 

own, ond his own received him not, John 1. 11.fl © 

# And within that narrow compaſs he could} x, 
| not be ſaid to-he 'the Light of all Mankind 
! That had, did and ſhould come into the World, x; 
for ſo both the 4th and 9th Verſe plainly im-W ;; 
port, viz. The Light of Mankind, without re-Wſ 7: 
{tricion to This or That Manifeſtation of God fo 

to Men. bY 

a1 


But the Biſhop is ſtill at a loſs what to make I} £ 
of this Light, and what we would be at; x, 
for, ſays he, You will not allow it to be either f 
the natural Rational Faculty, or common Innate T 
Notions, or natural Conſcience, or Conſcience Illu- 
minated, by the preaching of the Goſpel, and tht F 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt thereby. We, ſay} - 
we would have itto be what the Scriptures ſay 
it to be, viz. The Light of Chriſt, the Son of 
God, who called himſelf, John 8. 12. the Light 2 
of the World ;, and if ſo, then Every Mans Light; Þ -: 
the Light of every Mind and Underſtanding, and 
conſequently the Light of Chriſt within, too hard 
it ſeems for the Biſhop to comprehend, and yet 
ſo very eaſie, to the meaneſt Capacity that ob- || 7 
ſerves the Diſcoveries and Convi&tions of it in I © 
their own Hearts. St 

But ſince it is, as he rightly terms it, 4 Fun- N an 
damental with us, we will ftolow the Biſhop, Þ£ 21 


in his Inquiries a lictle further. We ſay firſt } 
then, 
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then, It is not the Natural Ratiomal Faculty of 
Man; for then It would be Man, or a part 
of his Compoſition, meerly as Man : Bur that 
It is not, but a Marifefation in the Soul of 
Man, of Chriſt, the Word God, the Light of the 
World, the Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, 
the Quickning Spirit ; who was full of Grace and 
Truth, and of whom Man hath received, Grace 
for Grace: To wit, a Tallent, a Proportion ſuit- 
ed to his Want and Capacity, to Convince 
23 and Convert him, ro Renew and Reſtore him 
# from his great Lapſe unto God, his Bleſled 
'& Maker, again. In ſhort, our Natural Ration- 
al Faculty is our Sight, bur not our Light: 
Thar, by which we diſcern and judge what 
the Divine Light ſhews us, viz. Good from 
Evil, and Error from Truth. But as the Eye 
of the Body is the Senſible Faculty of ſee 
ing External Obje&s, through the Diſcove- 
ry that an External Light ( as the Sun in the 
Firmament ) makes to the Eye, but is not 
That Light ir (elf ; fo does the Rational Fa- 
| culty of the Soul /ee Spiritual or Immaterial 
Ovjects, through the Illumination of the Light 
of Chriſt within, but is by no means That 
Light 3t ſelf, any more than the Eye is the 
Sun, or Fohn the Baptiſ# was our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Feſzs Chriſt, that was but Servant 
and. Fore-runner of his bleſſed Manifeſtation in 
the Fleſh. 


As- 
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As for the Biſhop's Inmate Notions, and Na- 
tural Conſcience if by them he means Im- 
preſſions, or Principles which are born and 
come' with ws into the World, wiz. the Law of 
God in the Heart of Man; 1 muſt tell him, firſt, 
chat this is not the Language of the Law and | 
Teftimony he refers us to in the ſame Para. | | 
ph: And next, that as the York is not the | ( 
Workman, ſo They are not properly the Light ÞÞ | 
of Chriſt, but the bleſſed Fruiz and Effe# of J 
the Light of Chriſt, the Word-God in Man, |} ; 
which ſhines in the Heart, and gives him the }} | 
Knowledge of God, and of his Duty to Him. Þ} , 
So that the Innate Notions, or Inward Know- / 
ledge we have cf God, is from Thu true Light iſ | 
k 

P 

tl 

h 

b 
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that lighteth every Man, coming into the World, 
but is not that Light 't ſelf. Juſt ſo the Biſhop's 
Natural Conſcience, muſt only mean a Caps- 
city. that Man has by Nature ; that is, in his 
' Creation, of making a Judgment of himſelf, 
his Quty, and Actions, according to the 
Judgment of God manifeſted ro him by the ſ ;, 
Light of Chriſt within. Not that ſuch a Capa-fſ g 

city is That Light ; but that it ſees Or under- 
fands by the Inthining of the Divine Light, f c 
the things that belong io Man's Duty and 8 & 
PERTE. to 
Nor is 1t Conſcience liuminated, by the preach-  » 
ing of the Goſpel, and the Operation of the Holy Þ by 
(Gboſt thereon, Which is the laſt of the Biſhop's 
Conſtructions; but That very Principle of Life 
| and 
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and Light, which Illuminates the Conſcience, 
and was the very Spring and Force of the 
Apoſtolical Miniſtry, and of the Conviftion and 
Converſion of their Hearersz; and which Open- 
ed their Hearts to receive the Goſpel when 
preach'd unto them. In ſhort, this Excellent 
Principle is in Man, but not ef Man, but of 
God. The Nature of it is 16 Diſcover Sin, 
Reprove for It, and Lead our of It, all ſuch as 
Love and Obey the Convictions thereof. Ir is 
a Principle of Divine Life that Quickens the 
Obedient Heart to Newneſs of Life: It Raiſes 
the Mind above the World to God, and 
ſearches out and reveals the Deep things of God 
to the humble and waiting Soul. - And be it 
known to the Biſhop, and all that with him 
profeſs Ignorance abour what we mean by 
the. Light of Chriſt within Man, This is It I 
have been treating of ; and I have writ, I 
bleſs Almighty God, My own Experience, 
the Taſte and Reliſh I have had of Its Excellens 
cy and Suffciency in the Courſe of far the 
greater and beſt part of my Life. 

Burt the Biſhop muſt excuſe me it I ſay, 1 
cannot but take it very Ill at his hands, t6 
forbid us in his foilowing Words, to pretend 
to give an Account of what we Believe, wnte(s 
we can make him underſtand our meaning : And, 
becauſe he does not penetrate Our Senſe, co 
Call our way of Wording that bleſſed Princi- 
ple of che Light of Chrilt in Man, a Perfe# 
& A Banger, 
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Banter. - This to me is one of the ſevereſt Per- 
| ſecutions, becauſe Spiritual things, are only 
to be Spir:tually diſcerned and underſtood. 1 
would 'fain know how a Regenerate Man can 
polſibly make a Carnal Man underſtand the 
New Birth ? It is Certainly the- Gift of God 
ro underſtand Divine Truths, as well as Right- 
Iy .to Believe. So that ſuppoſing our Aﬀerti- 
on of the Nature, Power, and Excellency of 
the Lighr of Chriſt in Man to be 'true, not 
to have leave to ſay fo, unleſs we could 
make every Man rightly cake our Senfe and 
Meaning, whether he be Spiritually Diſcerning, 
or not, looks Antichriſtian as well as Unrea- 
ſonable. We ſpeak Wiſdom, ſays the Apoltle, 
among them that are perfeff, 1 Cor. 7. 6. It 
ſeems others underſtand him not, muſt He 
therefore not have wrought of the things 0 
God ? The very Preaching of the Goſpel 
was Fooliſhneſs to the Wiſelings of Fews and 
Greeks; they could make neither Head not 
Tail of It, by Their way of Judging of Truth: 
Muſt not the Goſpel therefore be preach'd ! 
When the Apoſtle Paul preach'd to the Athe- 
nians, ſome of the Men of the Gown, the Phi- 
lyfophers of that Time, Oppoſed and Deſpi- 
{ed him, ſaying, What will this Babbler ſay? Ne 
Bur had they known what he meant, we can-ſ fo 
not think they would have ſaid fo ro Him #: 
Ws the Apoſtle then, or the Athenians in faulty c: 
that they did not underſtand Him ? Or, ws 
$A | i 
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it Bantering as well as Babbling, becauſe he 
did not make them underſtand his mearing ; 
which is only the Work of the Holy Ghoſt 
ro do? Who was it, I pray, that ſaid The World 
by Wiſdom knew not God? And can we ſuppoſe 
any thing elſe blinded the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and the High-Prieſt of the Fews, from dil- 
cerning the Meſſiah when He came '? For they 
wanted not Academical Learning, if that could 
have enlighrned them; nor yet the Scriptures, 
bur they Reſifted the Holy Ghoſt their only 
True Interpreter, and fo' ſtumbled and fell. | Let 
the Biſhop alſo have'a Care. 

In the Second Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, he will find that the Apo- 
file ſpake the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, 
which the Princes of this World knew not, with 
all their Wiſdom: For the things of Ged, lays 
the Apoltle, Enoweth no Man, but the Spirit of 
God ; by which thoſe Chriſtians, knew thoſe 


©} things that were freely given to them of | God. 


Which thing alſo we ſpeak, ſays He, nt in the 


| Words which. Mans Wiſdom teacheth, but which 
= #he Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing Spiritual things 
| with Spiritual, But the Natural Map receizeth 


not the things of the Spirit of God, fer they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him : Neither .can be know them, 
becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned. Now, ac- 
cording to the Biſhop's treatment of us, the 
Apoſtle ought nar to have writ of Faith and 
Salvation, unleſs he could have made all ther 


E 2 read 
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read his Writings wnderfand his Meaning, 
And it muſt be a perfe# Banter, to talk of 
ſpeaking Wiſdom in a Myſtery, and nat 
_ the Terms that Man's Wiſdom reach- 
eth.. 

Bur rhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt was of another 
Mind, when he ſaid, 7 thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Enrth, becauſe thow baſt 
Hid 7beſe things ( the Traths of the Kingdom) 
from the Wiſe and Prudent, and Reveal'd them 
wwto Babes: Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeem'd 
good in thy fight. It is hence beyond all Dil. 
pure that God 6bideth the Myſteries of His 
Kingdom from the Wiſdom of Man, when 
Simplicity and Sincerity fail not to Reach and 
Underſtand them. Here it was that poor Ni 
codemws Was abſolurely at a loſs for Chrilt's 
meaning, when Chriſt faid, Unleſs a Man 6 
Rorn again, he can in no wiſe enter the Kingdom 
of God, John 3. Infomuch as he asked Chrilt 
upon his Diſcourſe of the New Birth, Hou 
can theſe things be ? At which Chriſt ſeems to 
admire, in a fort of Reproof upon Nicodemm, 
Art thou @ Maſter of llrael, and knoweſt mu 
theſe things? As much as to {ay, Att thou, 4 
Man of thy Station in the Church of God, 
ignorant of the Way to Heaven? Whoevet 
reads that notable Interview berween Chrift 
and Nicodemw, will find that Chriſt reſolve 
the Matrer into Two Births, That which 5 
Born' of the Fleſh, and that which is Bom 
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of the Spirit, and rhefe are Contrary : And 
ne no wonder if they differ in their ' 
nderſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, being | 

a Declaration of the Faith and Experience, as | 
well as Dof#rine and Prafice of rhe Servants | 
of God that were Enlightned and Born of | 
the Holy Ghoſt. Nor 1s this all; for rhey 
that are Born of the Fleſh, Perſecute them that | 
are Born after the Spirit : So that when they | 
can no honger commit Violence upon thetr Per- | 
fons and Eftates, they will Perfecute them | 
with their Tongues and Pens: They are Hee | 
reticks, Blaſphemers, Illiterate and Ignorant, ycor 
Preſumptuous ; Enemies to Ceſar, and Diſobed;- 
ent to Government, if they will not give 
God's due unto Man, viz. Conſcience. And 
if they chooſe to deliver themſelves in Scrip- 
fure Stile, and ſpeak earneſtly of the Necelfiry 
of the Work of the Spirit of God, in order 
fo an Experimental and Saving Knowledge of 
the Truth, declared in Holy Scripture ; ard 
that Chris Miniſters are made by the Hely 
Ghoſt, and not by Humane Learnivg ; ard that 
the Worſhip, which is acceptable to God, 
muſt be i rhe Spirit and in the Truth ; that is, 
with Clean Hearts and Right Spirits, Kind!'d 
and Inflam'd with the Holy Spirit of Ged : 
They muſt be called Enthuſicfts, Unintelligible, 
Men of Cant of Rinter, And here I leave | 
the Biſhop, upon this Paragraph, deliring him | 
to Conſider, whether his Knowledge of God 
E-.& ths 
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the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt, 2vhom rightly tg 
| | Enow is Life Eternal, John 17. be by the Re- 
| welation of the Son of God in his own Soul, 
fince Chriſt himſelf Teacheth and Aﬀirmeth, 
that no Man knows the Father but the Son, and 
He to whom the Son Reveals Him: IT ſhould be 
glad ro ſee the Biſhop's Evidence for this 
Knowledge. For in the Concluſion of this 
Paragraph, he turns us to the Scriptures, 
| who, in the beginning of it, makes us Us- 
| znrelligible and Banterers in Religion, for Ex- 
| preſſing Ours in the Terms of Ir; which 
may well merit the Biſhop's Serious Re- 
fletion. 

His Ninth Paragraph refers to our Eighth 
Article, as he calls it, of which he cites theſe 
Eight Words only, Worſhip under the Goſpel « 
Inward and Spiritual ; upon which, he ſays, If 
you mean, that Outward Worſhip ought to be per- 
formed with Inward and Spiritual Worſhip, "ts 
what we Preach, Preſs and Pratice ; but if ( as 
it would ſeem ) you mean that all the Worſhip, 
God now requires, x from the Imward Man, or 
| [rom the Spirit ; this is abominable falſe ;, for our 
Bodies are God's Handy-work, and God by the 
Apoſtle commands, Glorifte God in your Body, 
and. in your Spirit, which are God's. Not 
zo tell you, that you your ſelves, now a-days, per- 
form Ra of Bodily Worſhip. Indeed we 
do, and Ever did, and Ever ſhall, I hope, while 
we have Bodies ro Worſhip God in, We are (0 

ar 
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far from denying the Body what ſhare is due 
to it, that with the Apoſtle, r Ccr. 6. 19, we 
il, fay, What, know ye not that your Bodies is the 
h, Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, which 
1d ye hawe of Gcd, and yu are not your own 2 
x8 Of which I would have the Biſhop well Con- 
is fider : For, if our very Bodies are under the 
is 8 Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, how much more 
s$, # reaſonable is it to believe, that It dwells in 
- | our Souls, and that our Hearrs muſc be Pre- 
- | pared, and Animated by the Holy Spirit, in 
h # all our Devotion rowards God, But two 
= 8 things I muſt Remark to the Biſhop, Firſt, 

Thar we- did not give him the leaſt Occaſion 
b | to ſuſpe& we deny'd Bodily Worſhip, as ap- 
| pears by the Goſpe-Truth now in queſtion : 
r | For 'tis plain there, by theſe words, Worſhip in 
Fl this day is Imvard and Spiritual, That we only 
- | diſtinguiſh'd berween Goſpe! Worſhip. and the 
\ | Ceremonial, and Pompous Worthip of the Law ; 
| and that by Spiritual Worſhip, we underſtard 

Praying, Praiſing, and Preaching by the Prepa- 

ration and Santtification of the Spirit of God 

which the Biſhop does not, and, I hope, dares 

not, Deny : Yer Unkindly, and I think Un- 
juſtly brings in His, as it would ſeem, to make 
us by an Uncharitable I»ue»do look to his 
Reader, as if we denied Bodily Worſhip. And 
yet, to avoid fo hard a Chapter, as Maintain- 
ing this Aſpertion would prove to the Biſhop, 
he is forced to confeſs that new a-days we 


perform 
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orm ſomewhat of Bodily Worſhip ; as if we 
| Lo not perform ,M- mucrg ad but a lierle 
now : Which ſhews not thar Candor, that hi 
Character owes us, and bur too plainly tell 
every Impartial Reader, how much more mind 
he has that we ſhould be in the #rong than in 
heRight. I muſt Confeſs we have /e/s Pomp 
and Gaudinefs in our Worſhip, as well as in 
our Cloaths, than is the Cuſtom of ſome orher 


| - Churches, and think it our Happineſs that 


we are freed from ſuch an Unprofitable as well 
as Unſuitable Incumberance. Whatever It be, 
"ris ſuch as we believe God by his Holy Spirit 
hath led us into: And tho? it be nor fo Enter- 
eaining to thoſe who are Govern'd more by 
their ontward Senſes 'than their Souls, yet, | 
hope it will be allowed us to be Grave, Solewn 
and Fervent. 

The other Remark I make upon the Bi- 
ſhop's Exceptions is this, That the Spiritual 
Worſhip he there allows of, ſeems to be but 
the Worſhip of Man's Spirir, and not of the 
Spirit of God, working upon the Spirit of 
Man. IT would not Imitcate him, left I ſhould 
be Uncharicable coo : For if my Reader can 
make more of it, he has my Content ; but 
that ſeems ro me to be the Biſhop's Inter- 
preration upon Chriſt's words cited by us on 
This Occaſion. viz. God will be Worſhipped in 
Spirit and m Truth: Though there is a Truth 
In that allo, yer this not being fo peculiar to 


the 
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the Goſpel Diſpenſation, could not be the Ex. 
zent of Chriſt's words, whoſe Drift certainly 
was, to draw Mens Minds to a more Imrard 
and Spiritual Worſhip : Not only to have leſs 
Ceremony than was Practis'd among the 
Fews, but ro feel more of the Power and Sperix 
of God in>our Adoration and Praiſes, than be- 
long'd to the Former Diſpenfation ; and, with 
which, I heartily wiſh the Biſhop a berter A4'c- 
quaintance. Upon the whole Matter, I am apr 
to think my Reader believes with me, he 
might as well have ſpared his Pains upon us, 
about the firſt Parr of this Goſpel-Truth, as he 
is Silent of che latter, viz. That we may Preach 
in Power, as well as Words, and as God Promiſed, 
and Chriſt Ordained, without Monn, and- 
without Pzſce. 

The Biſhop, in his Tenth Paragraph, & 
pleaſed ro Endeavour: to leſſen the Authoe 
rity and Credic of our Ninth Goſpel-Truth, 
relating ro the wain Faſhions and Cuſtoms of the 
World. His words are theſe. You tell us of 
denying all the vain Cuſtoms and Faſhimms of the 
World, as alſo Exceſs in all things ; I know of no 
fort of Chriſtians who teach otherwiſe: I wiſh I | 
knew none (even of your ſelves) that prattis'd 
otherwiſe, it is one part of our Cateeh; m we 
reach our Childrey, He firſt Concurs with our 
DoRrine, for he ſays, he knows none that 
Preaches otherwiſe ; and that they do the like 
in their Catechiſm. $0 far then he allows us 
[x 
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to be ſound. But he wiſhes he knew none 
(even of Us) that Prafice otherwiſe. This is a 
fort of Charge, and being not Prov'd, looks 
like a Calumny. Some perhaps do not walk 
quite ſo ftritly as becomes them to their Pro- 
feſlion ; but are they own'd by us therein ? 
| Or Indulged it ſelf? If not, what are we to 
| Conclade bur thar the Biſhop's Inſinuation 
is tO Ball/ance Accounts with us for the fai- 
lures of his own People ? Bur, pray, are our 
Exceſles equal, or the Numbers, that in Pro- 
portion do tranſgreſs ? I would not have him 
Comfort himſelt with his Uncharitableneſs 
to his honeſt and friendly Neighbours : As 
it will not Excuſe his leſs exa& Friends, that 
any: of ours live larger than they profels, 
ſo ir cannor juſtly affect our Body, - where 
ſo few are faulty, when 'tis ſo well known 
that ſuch are ſure ro meet with . due Re- 
| proof. 
| But he adds, that There are many Innocent 
| end Laudable Cuftoms, We call Vain: This is 
' all in a Heap, and a Refleftion by Whole- 
| Sale. I can truly cell him, I know of none; 
| and if he had been more particular, ſo would 
| I too: Perhaps he thought Generals beſt to 
| make his: RefleCtion 'Sofe: Bur if ir were my 
| place to. be Plaintiff, I could treat the Biſhop 
| with ,a large Catalogue -of very Oftenſive 
| Cuſtoms, that would concern him to think 
upon. | However, he is pleaſed to be parti- 
| cular 


nc os tk FA os ad ©, es 


ST 08 an: 


[ 61 ] 
cular upon us in one of them, which almoft 

curns his Stomack, he ſays, to think of, wiz. 

Would it not make a Man's Stomach turn, to bear 

one forbear, in point of Conſcience, ſaying | you] 

to a ſingle Perſon, becauſe it is Improper ; and at 

the ſame time, while be x ſpeaking to his Superiour, 

becouſe Thou doſt ſounds 2 little rudely, to ſoften 
the Thou, «nd [ay Thee doeſt. which is common- 
Iy your Peoples Praftice. It is pity the Biſhop 
could find nothing elſe to obſerve from us, 
that might have better edified us and his 
Readers : Yet if this be that, among the Lau- 
dable Cuſtoms which we call Vain, which is 
moſt Offenſive to his Stomach, it ſhews him 
to have a very weak one. However, a weak 
Stomack is better than a weak Head, and 
ſuch a one I ſhould rake mine to be, if 
my Inſtances were no more to the Purpoſe 
and my Readers Inſtruction. 

\- Bur I have ſomewhat to fay to the Biſhop, 
before I leave him, upon the 0/4 Topick of 
Sincerity and Charity, in this RefleCtion, as I 
have had in moſt of the other, viz. That he 
makes the Ground of our Confſcientiouſneſs, 
about the ſaying of You to a ſingle Perſon, to 
be only Propriety of Speech ; which he (I was 
going to fay) in his Conſcience muſt know 
1s not ſo: But that the true Reaſon of ir is, 
firſt, Thar It is the Language of the Scriptures 
of Truth; and next, that the Original of You 
to a fingle Perſon, was Pride and Flattery, 
being 
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being a Pleral Honour to a Single Per ſow ; 
given firſt ro Porentates, and then gradually 
eo all Subordinate Ranks of People. In An- 
cient ard Unmixt Tongues, Thou to a Sin- 
gle Perſon is kept ſtill, as allo among the 
Common People of the preſent Languages, 
and particularly in that Kingdom where he is 
a Biſhop. I refer him to a Book entituled, 
No Croſs No Crown, where he will find other 
Reaſons for our Tenderneſs in thar Matter 
then he alledges, or we have Room for here; 
though the Biſhop confines us to Propriety as 
the anly Reaſon of our Praftice, that he might 
che bercer Laſh us with the Impropriety of 
Thee for Thou ; which yet he might have ſpa- 
red, fince nothing is more common with all 
People, than to take the like Freedom in 
Speech, in Caſes as well at Tenfes ; not ex- 
Cepting the Learned themſelves. Bur be ir fo, 


we k:ep Numbers, and intend not clipping of 


Cafes, and that's Our Point, though not the 
Biſhop's, ir ſeems; which it ſhould have been, 
would he have been juſt co us upon the 
Queſtion. As for the Levity and Scorn, with 
which he is pleaſed to treat us upon this 
Head, I ſhall only ſay, ir unbecame him, and 
Confirn1s us more than it Expoſes us, what- 
ever it does Him. 

But I confeſs, I am ſurpriſed, to find a Man 
of his CharaRer, and Prerenfions, propoſe 10 
loofe a Queſtion as that with which he cloſes. 

this 
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this Paragraph : viz. Will you ever be able to 
prove, the Primitive Chriſtians uſed a Diale& or 
Dreſs, different from other of their Nation or Qua= 
lity, and placed Religion in it? Does not Chriſt 
require Saluting thoſe that Salute not ws? And no 
doubt, He, and His Apeſtles Salutations were in 
the Common Form. Doubtlelſs, we are able, moſt 
ealtly and fully : And 'tis admirable to con- 
ceive how he could be Ignorant of theſe 
Proofs, who ought to be ſo well read in 
Scripture and Antiquity. 1 beſeech you therefore 
Brethren, ſays the Apoſtle, by the Mercies of 
God, that you preſent your Bodies a Living Sacri- 
fice, Holy, Acceptable unto God, which is your 
Reaſonable Service: And be not Confozmed 
to this Wozld, 5»: be y- Transfomned by 
the Renewing of your Minds, Rom. 12. 1, 2. 
Again, the Apoſtle Peter, Chap. 1. 13, 14. Ex- 
borts the Believers, to Gird up the Loyns of their 
Minds, and be Sober, as Obedient Children, not 
Faſhioning themſelves, according ro the former 
Lufts in their Ignorgnce ; Which was the Cuſtoms 
of their Country. And Chap. 3. 3, 4 Whoſe 
Adorning let it not be that of Plaiting the 
Hatr, 47d of Wearing of Gold, o- of Puke 
ting on of apparel : Bur /e: i: be :be Hidden 
Ban of the Heart, i» ha: hich is not Cor- 
ruptible, even the Ornament of a Meck and Quier 
Spirit, which is in the ſight of God, of great Price, 
Thus the Apoſtalical Counſel to the Churches. 
But for all this, the Biſhop of Cork cannor 
tel] 
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rell how to think 7/e are able to. prove, rhat 
the Primitive Chriſtians diffenzgd in their Dreſs, 
from other People of their Country and Quality, 
Nor was this only the Stridtneſs of that Time; 
for the ſame Apoſtle adds, Herſe 4. as an' Ars 
gument tro Enforce his Advice; for, After 
this manner, {ays he, in the Old time, the Holy 
Women alſo, who truſted in God, domed 
themſelves. Bur can a Man of his Letters, 
really be ar a Loſs for a Proof of the Singu- 
larity of Primitive Chriſtians, in Dreſs, Speech 
and Behaviour ? Or is it to try if we have 
any to reſolve his Queſtion? Or taking our 
Hlicerature for Granted, that he purs upon 
us ? I beſeech him ro Converſe with Ouzelias 
upon Minutizs Fzlix, and he will cel] him 
thar: the firſt Chriſtians were tax'd, and de- 
ſpiſed for Jll:bzed in Manners, Unpolith'd 
in Speech, Unfalhionable in Behawiowr, in 
fine, Ruſticks and Clowns : As the Chri- 
ſrians Irronically return'd their Scorners the 
Stile of Mell-bred and Elequent. This, and 
much more he Cices out of Arnobizs, Lattan- 
tins, Theodoret, &c. And Ferom writing tO Ce- 
lantia and Demetias, Noble Women of that 
rime, ſers them a Singular Form of Life from 
that of the People of their Quality : And 
Paulinus Biſhop of Nola, was ſo far from 


pleading for Chriſtians Temporizing with the: 


People of their own Nation, or Quality, aC- 
cording to the Bithop of Cork, that he ſbarp- 


ly 
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ly reproyes Slpitizs Severus for It, in a letter 
to him; as the learned Caſoubon, in his 
Diſcourſe of Uſe and Cuſtoms, obſerves. If 
the Biſhop would look into the Conſtitutions, 
that go under the name of Clemens Romanus, 
with Tertullian, Gregory Naz. Clemens Alex+ 
andrinus, Auſtin, Gregory the Great, and 0- 
ther Ancients, he would perceive the Care 
and Zeal of thoſe Eminent Men to ſuppreſs 
the Education and Cuſtoms of the Gentiles, and 
to encourage and recommend the Simplicity and 
Moderation of the Manners and Behaviour of the 
firſt Chriſtians,which Machiavel un his 24 Book 
of Diſputations takes notice of, and is none of the 
leaſt proofs to our Point. | 

And to finiſh my Authorities, paſſing by 
Petrus Belonius, Gratian, Cardan, Luther, &C. 
I muſt recommend to the Biſhop the Hiſto+,, 
ry of the Waldenſes ( an Early People, if not 
Succeſſive from the Primitive Times ) written 
by one Perrin, more eſpecially containing 
their Faith, Worſhip and Dsſcipline ; and there 
he may, if he pleaſe, obſerve the Simplicity, 
Plainneſs and Diſtinftion of that People from 
the Cuſtoms of the Countries they lived in, 
and thoſe that have the name of Reformed ones 
now. 

But he tells us, Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 
Salutations ; and I tell him, ſo have We. 
But he will have it that Chriſt and his A- 
Poltles Saluted after the Faſhion of the Country 
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they were in, Which 1s dooner faid then 
provid., For Chriſt asked: the Jews, How 
thn youbelieve that receive Honour one of another, 
eel ferk nor the Honour that cometh from Gol 
©Olp Now this certainly muſt be Unlaw- 
fal to Give -or Receive, which hinders trae 
Faith. And what was this Honour, but Sz- 
tiitntions after the Faſhion of the Times ? As 
the Text ſhews, Marth. 23. and for Calling, 
#14 being Cited of Men Rabbi, Chriſt was fo 
far from Gommanding, or Imitating them 
in fach things, that He expreſly forbids i, 
But the meaning of Chriſt's ſaying, At. 5, 
And if ye Salnte Your Brethren only, what do 
more than Others ? Do net even the Publicans Fs 
is this; That in all Acts of Love, Mercy and 
Govdneſs they were to Exceed the Practice 
that time : They were to take more notice of, 
ahd to-look- more kindly and friendly upon ALY Fa 
-Men. But in another ſenſe, He that bidJ0u 
them Salute Enemies as well as Friends, allo %; 
forbids his Diſciples 'to Salute .any Adan, ff fs 
'Czell 'any Man Rabbi 'or Maſter for that On hin 
2045 their Lord and Maſter, and they were ul ta; 
Brethren, | Matth. 23.6, 7, $. and Luke 10. 4} | 
And between ſuch Relations Worldly Ho-J* 5 
nours were of no uſe, as'well as of no valueGn 
And «did a Primitive Spirit Prevail 1n thokgar 
that Jo'much pretend -to be the Scceſſcrs dl 414 
the Apoſtles, we ſhould ſee them more Exjand 
emplary 48 Self-demal and - Holineſs  Encoly '/ 
| ”: TAaging 
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| raging, and not Vndervaluing and Brow-beating 


the Serious aad Conſcientious, But Trees are 
known by their Fruit , for Grapes are not gathered 
of Thorns, nor F.gs of Thiſtles. 

In the mean time, if my Reader pleaſe to 

uſe the Niuth aud Teath Chapters of that 
Book Eartituled, NN» Croſs, No Crown, he will, 
I hope be fatizhed, that we are for Honoxr, 
Reſpect and C uility according to Scripture; 
tho Non-conj or miſts to the Empty and Trouvle- 
ſame Ceremonies of the Times, Icft by us, 
not of Rudeneſs, but Convittion aid forbore 
of Duty and no otherwiſe of Choice. - For, 
Humanely Speakiag, that Contradiction to 
Cuſtom canuot be Pleaſant to us. I have 
detained my Reader longer upon this Head 
than I expected, or perhaps he deſired: [I 
ſhall therefore proceed to the Biſhop's nexc. 
Paragraph, which contalus his Exceptions to 
our Tenth Goſpel-Truth about Baptiſm and the , 
Supper, and the laſt he has to take notice of, 
the Eleveath, about Government, being by 
him already granted in the beginning of his 
Paper. 
He begins thus, Hz your Xth Article you believe 
4 Spiritual Baptiſm and a Spiritual Supper and 
Communion, but acknowledge, you diſ-uſe the out- 


10k Pard Signs, by us commonly called Sacraments : Now 
; off 4id nor Chriſt command Water-Baptiſm ? Go ye 


Ex 
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and Baptize all Nations, Marth. 2.8. 19, 20. 
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He goes on, The Baptiſm here commanded, 
mas Water-Baptiſm : His reaſons are firſt, chg 
Baptizing with the Spirit was God's Work, ng 
the Apoſtles. 2dly, Primitive Pratfice, Afts 10, 

7, 48. in Cornelius's Cale z; Who can forbil 
Water ? But this is alſo grats diftum : For the 
firſt Reaſon is no Reaſon, ſince it is nor true: 
And the ſecond ſeems to me Defefive and 
Short. IT am very ſenſible of the Diſadvantap 
I am under, and that I touch a render Pla 
and what I ſay upon this Head, as alſo ang 
rpon the Sxpper, will be againſt Wind ant 
Tide with the Geuerality. But as I hopel 
ſhall expreſs my ſelf Reverently as well s 
Plainly upon this Occaſion, ſo I beſeech n 
Reader, for His Own ſake as well as Ours, nt 4 
to Prejudge us; as Iam ſure he will not if With 
be a Searcher after Truth, and that I charitsf 7, 
bly ſuppoſe of him. Pet 

I fay then the Biſhop's firſt Reaſon is no;þ+ 
true; for God by the Apoſtles did BaptinFſ,, 
Believers 'with the Holy Ghoſt. It fell upaff;e, 
them, through the Powerful Preaching of ti giv 
Word: Thus, A#s 10. 44. While Peter yp; 
ſpoke theſe words, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all tha Ye; 
which heard the Word. By which it is evidelyg;/ 
that Perer, in that Sermon, was the Miniſley'Ty 
of the Spiritual Baptiſm to Cornelius and Miwer 
Company. 
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And Peter gives this account to thoſe of 
the Circumciſion at Jeruſalem, AQs 11.15. And 
a I began to ſpeak, the Holy Spirit fell on them 
4s on US at the beginning : Then remembred Ithe 
Word of the Lord, how that he ſaid John indeed 
Baptized with Water, but ye ſhall ve Baptized 
with the Holy Spirit. So that Peter evidently 
declares the Gift of the Spirit by the Mini- 
ſtry of the Goſpel, to be the Baptiſm of 
J Chriſt, or the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit and 
Eg Fire, which Chriſt promiſed at his Aſcenſion 
Y into Heaven. 
But the Apoſtle Paul puts this Matter be- 
FF yond all Doubt, in his Excellent Account he 
gives of his Canverſoon and Commiſſion to King 
non Aprippa, Atts 26. where my Reader will find 
© theſe words dropping from the Mouth of the 
Lord Jeſus to Saul; Delivering thee from the 
People, and from the Gentiles, to whom now Iſend 
Wi thee, ro open their Epes, and to turn them 
UE fm Darkneſs io Light, ad from the POWET 
Y if Satan wito GOD, that they may receive For- 
UB n:veneſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among them 
Eooich are Santtified through Faith that is in Meg 
vegVerſe 17, 18. Now it this could be done. 
ag pthout the Holy Ghoſt, let my Reader judge. 
Twas with the Holy Ghoſt that Peter's *Hearers 
were Prick'd to the Heart, and fitted to re- 
ceive more of It: And it was by the ſame 
Joly Ghoſt that Paul's Hearers had the Eyes 
f their Mnds opened, to ſee the Myſteries of 
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God's Kingdom, and by which they were 

Converted from Darkneſs to Light, That they : 

might receive the Forgiveneſs of their Sias,F , 

and Inheritance among them which are « 

Sanctified. So that the very End and Bene-J . 

ht of the Apoſtolical Miniſtry was Converting, ſl 

that 1s, Baptizing them into Chriſtianity ;, 1n the 5 

4+-2"Yi Power and Life of Ir, by the Hoh 7 
Ghoſt. 

Now for the Biſhop's Second Reaſon, 

viz, Praitice: I fay it is granted that Water-Y « 

0 

k 

P 

W 

P 

a 

a 


Baptiſm having got place among them by 
Fohn's Miniſtry, the Fore-runner, it held at- 
ter Chriſt's Coming ; but that was Ex Gatia, 
and of Condeſcention, not of Commiſſion ; for 
that properly ceaſes when | his Miniſtration 
begins, of which John's was hut the Fore- 
runner. For Moſes and the Prophets were til 
John, and Johu te: Corift. Aud this, Joi « 
the Water-Baptiſt ceils us, Marth. 3. 11. Jo p 
aced Baptize you with Water 1 Repentance, F 
but he that cometh ajter me 1s m.obtier than |, fi 
He ſhall Baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt ani | 
with Fire, ſee Mark 1.8. Luke 3. 16. Here .; 
4 different Baptiſm and Baptizer, the Ser- 
vant and 'the Maſter, the Water and the FH 
ly Ghoſt” One Tranſcient, the Other Perms 
nent : One the End of the Jewiſh, and the 
Other the Begmning of the Goſpel Diſpeuſs 
tion. Wheretore {ſays our Lord Jeſus Chrill, 
© 2e leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven is " 

hk 
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than John, Aateh, 11. 11. Why, is not. Jolue 
in Heaven ? No. doubt of it at all;--and-a 
Glorious Saiat to; But the Leaſt in; Chriſt's 
5 Difpenſation, wiz. The Kingdom af God: jn the 
"TY Sou, the Work of Chrift, the Baptizer with 
© | the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, is Greater than Jab, 
2 as to the Namre of his Adminiſtration. - See 
he John 3. 30, 31. He nuiſt Increaſe, but: I muſt 
MY Decreaſe. What! John decreaſe, or his Mini- 

tration ? His Miniſtration certainly, which 
1 he calls Earthly in Compariſon of. Chyilt's, 
So that the Baptiſt in his Warery Dipenſati- 
on did but Fore-run Chriſt, in reference to; the 
f- Kingdom that he was to fet up in Men. He 
j pointed to Chriſt, and ſhewed what: Chriſt 
was to do, viz. to Waſb, Fan, and Throughly 
_ Purge hs Floor, that 1s, His People, and Sag- 
aifie them throughout, by his Spiritual Bapti/m, 
according to the Apoſtle, i Body, Soul and 
Spzrit, 1 Thell. 5. 23, Sothat in ſhort, Praftice 
"I Properly can be no I»ſtirmtion, where the 
""F thing Practiſed has no Commiſſion, which I 
ſuppoſe the Biſhop will not think fit co de- 
\| ny :. But, ſays he, Ir bas a Commiſſion, Matth. 
28. 19. which is, under favour, but his ſay 
ſo; and that I think it is no more, I do with 
all Humility and Submiſhon ſay, Firſt, I can- 
not tell how to reconcile it to Good Senſe, 
or Common Uſage in Sacred or Civil Mat- 
ters, that any thing ſhould be in force by a 
Commiſſion that is not ſo wuch as once 
F 4 named 
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named if the Commiſſion. I ſay, to me it does 
not appear Congruoxs any more than Cogent, 
1 


or obliging. And this is the Cauſe in hand: 
For there is not a word of Water in the 
Text alledged for Water ; nor yet in the 
Context. ' And unleſs there were no other Bap« 
tiſm than that of Water, as there are ſeveral, 
it muſt at leaſt be allowed to be a Queſtion, 
what Baptifm Chriſt meant in that Commiſ- 
ſion, when he ſaid, Go ye therefore and Teach 
all Nations, Baptizang them in the Name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. : 
But it may be returned upon me; nor 
does the Text fay it is the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſo the Biſhop is upon 
equal Terms with me. Grant it, that the 
word Holy Ghoſt is not litterally joyned to 
Baptizing, any more than the word Warer in 
that part: But if Iam able to ſhcew that the 
thing is-there, and that the Baptiſm of - the 
Holy Ghoſt was the Subjef of Chriſt's Di- 
ſcourſe, when he gave that Commiſſion at 
his Farewell, I preſume it will be granted 
me, that Chrift intended a Sp:ritual, and not 
a Water Baptiſm ; and that is what I ſhall do, 
{ hope with much Cleargeſs. Firſt, the 
Fat, and then my Argumeats. . Matthew, 
the Evangeliſt, large in his Hiſtory upon 
other Points, ſeems ſhort and abrupt in the 
Cantext- of this Commiſſion, as "the Reader 
may obſerve, And as it is uſual for one 
| | Evangeliſt 
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Evangeliſt to explain another, which was 
the great Wiſdom, as well as Goodneſs of 
God, that thoſe Chriſtian Memorials might 
come with leſs Suſpition to the World of 
any Humane Contrivance ; So Luke ſupplies 
the ſhortneſs of the other Evangeliſt in his 
Context to this Commiſſion. Luke 24. 45. to 
50. particularly the 47, 48, 49. verſes. And 
that Repentance and Remiſſuun of Sins ſhould be 
Preached in his Name, among all Nations, be- 
ginning at Jeruſalem. And ye are Witneſſes 
of theſe things. And behold TI ſend the Promiſe 
of my Father upon you : But tarry ye in the City 
of Jeruſalem wntil ye be endued with Power 
from on High. Where, as 1t is plain that this 
Evangeliſt in his Account of Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion, to wit, the Work: Chriſt gave his Di- 
ſciples to do, Names no Baptizzng at all, tha 
that which it Tmplies, in my Senſe of the 
Word, is there, viz. the Promiſe of the Father, 
which is the Power from on High They 
were to tarry at Jeruſalem for. $So is there 
not ove Word of Water here mentioned, to 
induce us to think that Chriſt intended to 
give it any Place in his Commiſſion. In 
ſhort, it appears that the Diſciples were to 
be Qualified before they were to go forth as 
His Witneſſes, and that this Qualification is 
the Promiſe of the Father, that he would 
quickly ſead them. Now I muſt defire my 
Reader to turg to the AF#s of this Evange- 
liſt, 
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lift, Chap. 1. 4, 5. where he further opens 
the Manner and Matter of Chriſt's Diſcourſe, 
and Farewell to his Difciples : And (Chriſt ) 
being Aſſembled with them, commanded them, that 
they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, bur Wait 
for the Promiſe of the Father, which, faith He, 
ye have learnt of me : For John truly Baptized 
with Water, but ye ſhall be Baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt not many days hence. It can be, 
methinks, no longer a doubt what Baptiſm 
It is that Chriſt's words, Matth. 28. 19. referrs 
to, ſince we ſee not only that Chriſt diſtin- 
guiſhes between John's Baptiſm and His Own, 
and betweea Water and Holy Ghoſt ;, but al- 
ſo he aſſigns Water-Baptiſm to Fohn, as his 
Baptiſm, and: not Chriſt's, and thereby de- 
clares the Holy Ghoſt to be his own Bap- 
tiſm, and none of John's, and which yet is 
no more than what John had ſaid before. 
So that Comparing both Texts together, 
Matth. 28. 19. and Atts 1.4. 5. we may lee, 
it. we pleaſe, that the Commiſſion in the one, 
1s to be explained by the Qualifications 1n the 
other, which was omitted by the firſt: Evan- 
geliſt. There They are bid to Go, here They 
are bid to Stay: That is to fay, Stay, before 
you Go, aud receive your Qualifications before 
you go to Vnalify, viz. the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther ; that 1s, the Bapriſia of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which 1s followed by the Power from On High, 
verſe 8. And indeed, had we not this exprels 
' force 
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force on our ſide from the Text ir ſelf, the 
Word Therefore in the Commiſſion, (reter- 
ring plainly to the foregoing Verſe,. as the 
Reaſon of what follows ) juſtifies our ſcnte. 
For whereas the Biſhop has objected againſt 
our Aſlertion, that it muſt not be 4 Spiritual 
Baptiſm, becauſe that was the Work of God, and 
not of the Apoſtles : It is plain that our Lord 
takes off the force of his exception, lince the 
Reaſon why he bid them Go, &c. 1s becauſe, 
ſays he, all Power in Heaven and in Earth 1s 
iven unto me. Verſe 18. as much as if he 
had faid, Go, do all that I have ſaid unto you, 
and be not Toubting or Fearful, aboxr the 
performance of Ir, for All Power in Heaven 
and Earth 1s given unto me that bids you 
Go, and Lo 1 am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the World, Which need not have been 
faid, as an Encouragement to them, in re- 
ferrence to Water-Baptiſm, ſince that was 
practiſed by them, as well as by John's Dit- 
ciples long before. 

Nor is this all; for the very Text, duely 
conſidered, will not have It ro be Water, 
ſince that could Baptize none [to the Name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and fo the 
Biſhop knows the Greek Text ruus, & 73 oye. 
for they that are Baptized Irro the Name of 
the Father, and of the S97, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt, mutt be Baptized with the Baptiſm of 


the Holy Ghoſt. Since it is to become their 
Likeneſs, 
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Likeneſs, and bear their Image, which is Ho- 
lineſs. And had' not the Apoſtles underſtood 
their Commiſſion as I render it, when they 
had Baptized with Water, they would cer- 
tainly have uſed the Terms that bore the 
Force of their Commiſſon, viz. in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt; of which there is not one Inſtance in 
all the Scripture. 

But that which further ſhews that Water 
cannot be underſtood, to be meant 1n the 
Apoſtolical Commiſſion, is, that one of - the 
Greateſt of the Apoſtles, He that came be- 
hind (and was added to, by ) none of them, 
, denies it, 1 Cv; 1. 27, -© be any Part of his 
Commiſſion ;, for, ſays he, Chriſt ſent me not to 
Baptize but to Preach the Goſpel : And thanks 
God for that reaſon, in the fore-going Ver- 
ſes, that he had Baptized ſo few : Which to 
be {ure he ought not to have done ; but on 
the Contrary to have been ſorry he had 
Baptized mo more, had Water- Baptiſm been 
Part of the Apoſtolical Commiſſion, Marth. 28 
19. Again this Eminent Apoſtle, the Great 
Grand-Father [ not. to ſay God-Father ] of 
Genrtile-Chriſtians, delivered to them for 
Doftrine, Eph. 4. 5. that there was but Ore 
Lord, One Faith, and One Baptiſm. And if fo, 
That muſt be the Baptiſm of Fire and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is Chriſt's Baptiſm, aad Proper 
; th) 
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to the Goſpel Diſpenſation. Now could any 
other make a Man a True Chriſtian, or a 
Child of God then; nor can any be ſo now 
without It. That Baptiſm therefore, with- 
out which a Man cannot be a True Jew, or 
Chriſtian, or of the Circumciſion made without 
hands, that Worſhip God in the Spirit, and hath 
no Confidence in the Fleſh, muſt need be the 
One Baptiſm; but ſuch is the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Therefore the Spiritual Baptiſm 
is the Apoſtles One Baptiſm, Rom. 2. 28, 29. 
Phil. 3. 3- Again; the one Baptiſm muſt -be 
Chriſt's Baptiſm, but Chriſt is the Baptiſm of 
the Spirit, therefore That, and not Warer-Bap- 
tiſm, muſt be the One Baptiſm that's in 
force, according to the Apoſtle. As John 
was the Fore-runner of Chriſt, ſo was Water, 
of the Holy'Ghoſt : But that which Foreruns, 
in Nature Ceaſes, and that which ſucceeds, of 
courſe Remains : Therefore the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit, is the One Needful, and Permanent Bap- 
tiſm. 

et further;If it be Goſpel, That he is not a Few 
that 1s one Outward, nor that Circumciſion that is 
Outward in the Fleſh, but that he is a Jew that 
25 one' Inward, and that is Circumciſion that is 
of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not 1n the Let- 


.ter ; whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God, as 


Rom. 2. 28, 29. Then unanſwerably, He # nor 


a Chriſtian that 1s one Outward, nor us that Bap- 
rim 
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ifs that xs of the Fleſh; But he is a Chri- 
| tian that is one Inwardly, and that Baptiſm 
that & of the Heart, in the Spirit ; whoſe 
Praiſe is not of Men but of God. For indeed 
in all Ages Men cry. him down, as a Slighter 
of God's Ordinances; . but his Praiſe however 
is of Ged, let Men ſay what they will ; and 
this 15 the Inward Chriſtians Comfort, in all 
Undervaluings and Reftections he meets with 
from Outlide Chriſtians, For it's not to be 
thought that the Apoſtle meant or deſigned 
to undervalue one Obſervation, as that of 
Circumciſion, becauſc it is Outward, and 
tet up another Outward Obſervation ſtead 
of it, viz. Water-Bapriſm. 

Again, If in Chrift Jeſus, neither Circumciſi- 


on availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 4 


New Creature, as faith the ſame Apoſtle, 


Gal. 6.15. Then by the fame Reaſon, neither 
being baptized with Water availeth any thing, 
nor being avbaptized with Water, but a New 
Creature. 1 will repeat the Apoſtles Diſ- 
courſe at large upon this Subject, in the ſame 
Chapter, becauſe it is very Inſtructing, and 
ſeems Diſciſſive in this Caſe ; As many, lays he, 
as deſire to make a fair ſhew in 'be $leth, they 
conſtrain you to be Circumciſed , only leaſt they 
ſhould ſaffr Perſecution for the Croſs of Chriſt. It. 
ſeems they were Outſide People, - that laid 
ſtreſs upon Outſide things ; or ſomething elſe 

inſtead of the Croſs of Chriſt ; for they Tem- 
| porized 
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porized in this matter, to ſhun the Shame 
and Perſecution that then attended the Chri- 
ſtians Croſs: Which ſtood partly in laying 
down of outward Obſervations; and which 
they that deſire ro make a fair ſhew in the 
Heſh ſtand mioſt for. But the Apoſtle goes 
on; For (ſays he) neither they themſelves who' 
are Circumciſed keep the Law, but deſire to have 


you Circumciſed, that they may Glory in your Fleſh. 


They were not exact in the other parts of 
the Law, it ſeems, as ſtrict as they ſeemed to 
be for this Sacramental Practice, which is the 
Caſe of too many uow : Yet they prelt it, 
that they might glory aid value themſelves 
upon gaining others to be conformable to 
them, whether to excuſe their Compliance 
with Cuſtom, that they might avoid Per- 
ſecution, or out of love to Ceremonial Re- 


ligion. 


But ſays that clear-{ighted and plain-dealing 
Apoltle, God forbid that 7 ſhould Glory, ſave in the 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the World 
25 Crucified unto me, and I unto the World. If 
he rejoyced in nothing but m the Croſs of 
Chrift, then in no other Elementary Rite, Ser- 
vice or Ordinance, any more than in Cir- 
cumciſion. 

But he proceeds: For mm Chrift Jeſus, nei- 
ther Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncir- 
cmcy{wn, but a New Creature. That is to 
fay,-tor according to Chriſt Jeſus, or in the 

Religion 
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Religion of Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circumciti- 
on nor Uncircumciſtion availeth, but a New 
Creature, a Regenerate Soul; One born again 'y 
the Spirit of God: For the Apoſtle in theſe 
excellent Words,. not only ſtrikes at Circum- 
ciſion, but all Outward and Elementary Oh- 
ſervations : Neither This, nor That Outward 
thing availeth in the Chriſtian Religion, Or aC- 
cording to Chriſt Jeſus, but a New Creature : 
He does not ſay, b«t Water-Baptiſm, as ſome 
would have it, who tell us that It ſucceeds 
Circumciſtion by Drvine Inſtitution, by no 
means: But that which availeth with Chriſt, 
and 1a the Religion of Chriſt Jeſus, is a New 
Creature, a New Man, one Changed, Regenerated, 
or Born again by the Word and Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt. And fays the Apoſtle (to con- 
firm them in this Doctrine of [ward Circum- 
ciſion, that is of the Heart, in the Spirit ; 
which is the ſame thing with the Baptifin of 
the Spirit) As many as walk according. to this 
Rule, Peace ſhall be upon them. So that We the 

r deſpiſed Quakers, take Comfort in this 
Apoſtolical Benediction, and- can ſay, to 
God's Glory, his Peace has been upon Us 11 our 
Belief and Confeſſion of his bleſſed Dodcrine 
of the New Creature. It is what. we have 
Aimed at, and has been the great Drift of our 
Teſtimony ſince we were a People; and in 
order to it. have directed all to the Gift of 
God's Grace in themſelves, that by believing 
| it 
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ons, and whole Man to the Teaching and Con- 
du& of it, they may be leavened- and ſanQtified 
by it, throughout ; by which the State of the 
New Creature, which is Chriſtianity indeed, 
will be Experienced, tho'it was and 1s a Myſte- 
ry ito the World. 

 As:-far the Apoſtle Peter's Queſtion, Aﬀs 
10. 47, 48. Can any Man forbid Water, that 
Theſe.\ſhowld not be Baptized, which' have receix 
ved the: Holy Ghoſt as well as We ? It Imports 
with ſubmiſſion, no more than 'this; That 
Peter well knowing the Narrowneſs of his 
Conhitry-Mens Spirits, was Cautious leſt his 
Latitude ſhould Diſtafte them : For the Gen« 
tiles being Unholineſs to the Jews, and even 
Peter himſelf without a Viſion from God, 
too narrow Spirited for the Convidtions and 
Devotion of that excellent Centurian, Corne- 
kw; It. behoved him to ask if any;Body had 
any thing to ſay, Why they might. not be 
Baptized - as well, as the Jews, .being Proſe- 
Irtes to the Chriſtian, Profeſſion. nal which 
he ſeems more concerned to ſave his -Owp 
Credit, than to recommend or eſtabliſh that of 
Water |Baptiſm : As if he had faid, Why 
ſhould this Cuſtom: be forbid to the Gentiles 
more, than the Jews? But this will not war« 
nt the Practice in General, becauſe PraQtice 
8n0; Inſtitution, , and that there appears no 
Command to make it one. $0 that asking 
| © who 


in it, and reſigning up their Wills and Aﬀecq. || 
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Þ who can-forbid what was not commanded, 
ſtrengthens his Queſtion, inſtead of weakening 
it; ſince what was done of Condeſcention, coul 
not have been forbid upon Authority. There 
needed not fo much Care or Strickneſs 1n the 
Matter. 'And indeed, the Apoſtles themſclyes 
ſeem not to have been ſo -clear about the 
aboliſhing of the Jewiſh Obſervations, as apP- 
pears by the want Perer had of a Viſion, his 
own apprehenſion of -the ſtraightneſs of his 
Bretkren,' and their calling him to Account for 
what he had done, as may'be ſeen in the ſame 
Chapter. / 

But I confeſs I cannot ſee why the Biſhop 
ſhould afſitme the Power --of Unchyiſtianing 
Us, tor not* practiſing of that which he him- 
felf praftices {0 #1ſcripturally, and that accord- 


ing to the'Sentiments of' a conſiderable | part 


of Chr ifteidom ; having not one Text of Sctk 


pture to: prove that Sprinkling of Water 
the Face,” 'was the Water. Baptiſm, or that 
Cbilaren: were: the Subjects of Water Baptiſin, 
4a the fixſt times. And yet this 1s all the 
Biptiſm the Biſhop praQtices, who ſeems 
Fevere wpon us. 1 think our forbearing of 
Water:Buptiſin from a Belief: and Senſe of the 
coming -6f the Inviſible Grace, ſignified by 
that Viſible /Sign, cannot be reputed ſuch 4 
#ight-roWater Baptiſm,' as preſuniing'to alter 
the Manger and Subſtance of irs firſt Joſtic- Je” 
tion: For then it was 1n the River of Foidan, ll, 


T 
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now- In a Baſon; it was then unto Repentance, 
now to Children Uncapable of Repentance. 
But. that which perhaps miſled the DoQors 
of the-Declining Church firſt into this Practice, 
being at the diſtance of ſome Hundreds of 
f Years from the Apoſtolical Times, might be 
the ſuppoſition that Water Baptiſm came in 
the place of Circumciſion, 'and thar being to 
Children, ſo might Water Baptiſm too. - But 
they forgot ( among other things, which e- 
rect” before that time were crept /into the 
Church, without Preceprt or Evangelical Ex- 
ample). that Repentance was not - made a 
: Condition to Circumciſion, as it was to Wa- 
ter Baptiſm. I would beſeech the Biſhop. to 
4, $fread ſoftly in this Matter ; for if Water Bap- 
}- (lm ſhould indeed prove a Badge of Chriſtia- 
mty, he would be ata loſs for one that would 
paſs currant in Scripture. Thus much for this 
Point. | / 
What I have ſaid upon this Head of Warer 
he (aptiſm: may ſerve alſo for what is common=- 
@ IJ called the Lord's Supper, which the Biſhop 
of —_— us-for Omitting to Practice: Urging 
| e 22. 19. This do in Remembrance of me. 
by And the. Apoſtles words, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25- 
hx [-is true indeed Chriſt ſaid, when he eat 1t 
+4 [16h his Diſciples, That they ſhould do it in re- 
raj; {embrance of him till be came. And this ſeems 
1 h'more of the Nature of a Commiſſion 
own that cited by the Biſhop for Water 
=. G 2 Baptiſm *: 
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Baptiſm: But the Limitation Chriſt gives to 
the-Pratice of ir, and a/Right and Proper 
Conſideration of the Jmpore of his words, and 
the Natyre of the thing/ will beſt lead us ty 
underſtand his Mind therein. 


. If, This was alfo/ a Jewiſh Prattice, as wel 
, aS Watar Baptiſm, and 1d in Nature of no Go- 
ſpel Inſtitution, but/Temporary in its uſe. 


24ly, Chriſt ſeems by this to break or open 
to them what was ſd hard for them to beay, 
30 Wits his Departure and; Death, by a Token 
Memorial till he ſhould come to them again. 


.3aly, 'Chriſt takes occaſion from thente to 
ſhew,.,toxth to his Diſciples the Afyical. Sur 
they. ſhould cat, and the Fellowſhip they ſhould 
have with him when he came again. - 

Now we believe this Coming was Spirati, 
ſuitable £9, that Gaying of his, 1 will  grivk | 
more of This Fruq of the Vine till T drink-# Na || Ty 
with you in the King dom of my Father : Aud font pe 
here ſhall not taſte of Death till they fee the | th, 
of {ay coming 4 his Kingdom, 'Matth. 16, 28. 
Again,: He that, dwelleth with yew ſhall be i j 
you, John 14. 71 in then; .and, they 5 me. Chap 
17. All. which, plainly Imports a Spiritud] for 
Coming.' Alſo Rev. 3.20. Behald I ſtand @| Ho 
the Door ,aud knock, if. any Man hear my Vatth tha 
and open; the Door, TI will come into him, and ml Me! 
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wp with him and he with me, which was faid 
near Forty Years after his Aſcention. Now 
ſince this is acknowledged to be an Outward 
Sign of an Jzward and Inviſible Grace, what 
can Outward Bread and Wine more properly 
Signifie and Reſemble, than Imward Bread and 
Wine? And an Outward than an Inward Sup- 

? And if fo, the words may reaſonably 
le read thus, Eat this Supper of Outward Bread 
and Wine, till I come into, and Sup with yon, 
and be your Supper, that am the Bread and 
Wine from Heaven which Nouriſhes the Soul unto 
Eternal Life. 


athly. The Kingdom of God heing Spiri- 
tual and in the Soul, ſuch ſhould be the Or- 
dinances of that Kingdom. Now Chrift tells 
the Phariſees, Luke 17. 20. The Kingdom of God 
#* within. And the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 14. 17. 
faith, The Kingdom of God is dt Meat and 
Deink, 6: Righteouſnefs, a4 Peace. 4:4 
Jop i the Holy Ghoſt - But the outward Sup- 
per is Meat and Drink, and therefore not' of 
the Kingdom of God which is not Meat and 
Tzink, but Righteouſneſs, Peafe and Joh 
in the Holy Ghoſt. And this was made Uſe 
of by- Chriſt in the State of Humiliation, be- 
fore his Death, and the pouring forth of the 


©] Holy Ghoſt, ro faſten upon his Diſciples 
wel that were weak, and of little Faith, the Re- 


membrancs of him till they ſhonld know 
20 G » im 
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him with them and in them by his Spiritual 
Appearance (as he was the Lord from Heaven, 
'the Quickning Spirit ) according to his Promiſe, 
For if the Scripture be conſulted, we ſhall 
not only find that Chriſt Reproves the Apo- 
{tles. for their Infidelity in him, but after all 
the Example, Precepts and Miracles they ſay 
.by him, and that he had ſo very lately left 
them with ſuch Aſſurances of his Coming to 
them again; yet when Mary, &c. brought 
them the Tidings of his Reſurrettion, 1t is ſaid, 
Luke 2.4. 10, 11. Their words ſeemed to the Di- 
ciples as Idle Tales, and they believed them nn. 
Which ſufficiently ſhews the low State they 
were in, or that at leaſt they needed a Sir 
or Token, as that of the Spper to Comme- 
morate Him. But this Reaſon, which 1s yet 
true, does not Credit its Continuation ; for 
when the Spirit was come, or Chriſt in hs 
Spiritual Appearance, their Eyes were opene 
and they {aw then it was the Spirit that Quickens, 
the Fleſh profiteth nothing, John 6. 63. 


5thly, Moſt certainly Chriſt meant- no lefs, 
when he Preach'd himſelf the Bread that came 


down from Heaven, John 6. 31 to 52. and thath 


they that would have Life Eternal, muſt ea 
his Fleſh and drink his Blood : That 1s, the) 
muſt feed upon Spiritual Food : Nut the Ot- 
ward but Inward Szpper ; the thing ſignified 
and Subftance it ſelf. For Chriſt oppoſes Him: 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, who is the Bread of God, to the Bread 


' their Fathers eat in the Wilderneſs who were 


Dead, which was of an Elementary Nature 
therefore it can never be that fuch Bread 
as periſheth ſhould be the Bread of the Evaz- 
gelical Supper, when Chrilt by Compariſon un- 
dervalues it to the Bread he had to give 
them. 


6thly, Our Bleſſed Lord, Mark 7.18. taught, 
That it was not that which went into the Man 
that defileth the Man, becauſe it went but into 
hu Body, and not into his Heart; and it fo, 
the Argument is undeniable, 'that. it 1s nor 
that which goeth 1nto. the Man, that 1s, 1nto. 
his Body, and not into his Hearr, that Sanfti- 
feeth. the Man: But Material Bread. aad \Vine 
goeth only into the Budy, and not into the 
Heart ; therefore they cannot Sanctihie. The 
import of Chriſt's words is, plaialy this, 
Meats and Drinks neither Defile nor Sauctihe ; 
they neither Benefit nor Harns any one upon 4 
Spiritual Account : Conlequently [Elementary 
Bread and Wine cannot be the Evangelical 
Supper, but a Pigure of It, which .is ended 
in Chriſt the Bread of God, that cometh. 
down from Heaven, Johz 6. 31, 32, 48, 49, 
50. That a Man may eat of and not dye: 


"The Subſtance of all Shadows ; for faith the 


Apoſtle, the Body is of Chrilt; and where 
that is, our Lord tells us, Luke 13. 37. the 
ly 4 Eagles 
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Eagles are gathered together : Where the Apo+ 
ftles. Wiſe Men, 1 Cor. 10. 15. ſeek for the 


true Supper, which nouriſhes the Souls untg 
Eternal Life. 


7thly. But the Biſhop will have this Swpper 
four times repeated in the Scripture of the 
New Teſtament, beſides that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, which mnſt be his miſtake-—fince there 
1s no Command to practice it beyond that 
very Time, but in Luke 22. 19. if there it 
ſelf. For tho? his eating of the Paſſover is 
there related, as alſo in Mark and Luke, It 
was but-once done ;, and the Commarid, Thr 
ao in Remembrance of me, is only Once Related 
among the Evangeliſts, as well as it 15 but 
Once Commanded. And would we be ſtrict 


| .with the Biſhop, we need not allow him that 


Command to reach further than the preſent 


| Time in which it was Given; for This Do, 


or Take Eat, are Equally in the preſent Tence, 
for thereby you ſhew forth my Death. And the 


following words, viz. 1 will Drink no more of 


This Fruit of the Vine, until that Day when {1 
Drink it Mew with you in my Fathers King- 
dom, Mart. 26. 29. further Explains it. Thus 
Mark has it, '14. 25. Verily. 1 ſay unto you, 1 
will Drink no more of the Fruit of the Vine un- 
til that Day that I Drink it fag in the King- 
dom of God. Luke 22. 18. gives It thus, / 
of the 
Vine 
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Vme till the Kingdom. of God ſhall come. Now 
it is plain that Chriſt referrs them to the Spi- 
ritual Supper, which we Preferr and Pra- 
ice, and which 1s the Supper Signified by 
That of outward Bread and Wine, -that was 
to ſerve rill the Kingdom of God came, and then 
he would Communicate with them in a way 
Suitable to the Kingdom : Which Kingdom, 
as before ſaid, is not Meat and Drink, but 
Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoft. 
And as the ſame Apoſtle has it, 1 Cor. 4. 
20. The Kingdom of God is not in Word but in 


Power ;, of which Power, and its coming from 
on High upon the Apoſtles, Read As 1, 
6, 7, 0. 

For when they asked Chriſt, Lord wilt thou 
at this time Reſtore the Kmgdom again to Iſracl, 
and that he told them, *twas not fur them to 
know the Times or the Seaſons which the Father 


| had put into his own Power. He alſo adds, But 
ye ſhall receive Power after the Holy Ghoſt 1s come 


upon you, and ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, 
both in Jeruſalem and Judea, and in Samara, 
and in the uttermoſ} Parts of the Earth. This 
Power was the Kingdom of God, for it ſtands 
in Power, fays the Apoſtle; bur it ſeems he 
thought fit to wave their Queſtion, as to a 
direct Anſwer, and left it a Secret to be re- 
vealed nnto them, when the Holy Ghoſt 


ſhould Come, and the Power from on High 


thould tall upon them: And thus he takes his 
| leave 
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leave of them, and is Immediately received 
by a Cloud out of their Sight. 

Before I conclude with this Paragraph, 1 
would obſerve, Firſt, That it was the'Paſſover 
and Cuſtom of the Jews, which properly ſpeak- 
ing, we concelve hath no juſt Plea to continue 
as a Goſpel Ordinance or Inſtitution; ſince it was 
a Type of Him to come, and therefore ended, 
as to Inſtitution by his coming. 

Secondly, That the Evangeliſt John, the Be- 
loved Diſciple, that lay in the Boſom of Chriſt, 
does not ſo much as mention It, or Water 
Baptiſm, as left by Chriſt to be continued by 
his Followers. Concerning the Spirit's Bap- 
tiſm, tho? he uſes not the word Baptiſm, yet 
he is very full, John 14, 16, 17. Chapters 
where he tells them, that he would ſend 
them the Comforter the Spirit of Truth, to lead 
them into all Truth, and that he would dwell with 
tnem for ever. | ſay It ſeems very Improbable 
if not Incredible, that what the Biſhop ſtiles 
the Badges of Chriſtianity in his 17th Para- 
graph, ſhould be wholly forgotten by ſo great 
an Apoſtle of Chriſtianity. 

zdly. And as the Beloved Diſciples ſays no- 
thing of theſe viſible Signs, which the Biſhop 
calls the Badges of Chriltianity, ſo neither are 
they made an Article -of any of the Ancient 
Creeds Extant, which certainly does not make 
for their Credit or Authority: Since had 
they then been of that - Importance they arc 

4 HOW 


7 —  ——— as ak ans woo CS er. = 


[ 91 ] 


now by ſome eſteemed, we cannot think they 
would have been forgot by the Compilers of 
thoſe Creeds. 


4thly. The Apoſtle Pazl, though he repeats 


the Tradition he received of the Lord's Supper, 
that night he was betrayed, does not Injoya 
it; but as often as the Corinthians did it, he 
tells them they ſhould do it in remembrance 
of Chriſt: Which is far from commanding it, 


as it would be for the Biſhop, if he ſhould 


fay to his Friend, as often as he comes to 
Cork he ſhould come and Eat with him, obliges 
that Perſon to come often to Cork. So that 
tho' the Apoſtle bids them, that as often as 
they did it, they ſhould do it in Remembrance 
of Chriſt, yet he does not thereby bid them 
do it often, if at all. 

5thly. And whereas the Biſhop would make 
it a freſh Revelation to the Apoſtle, when he 
ſays, for I have received of the Lord, that which 
alſo I delivered unto you, I muſt diſſent from 
him. I cannot apprehend that means any 
more than this, that what account he had re- 
ceived of Chriſt's Eating the Supper with hs 


Diſciples, the Night he was Betrayed, the ſame 


alſo he had Delivered unto them: For what 
need could there be of an Immediate Revela- 
tion for ſo late a Fad, ſo well Witneſſed b 
the Diſciples? But if my Reader will peruſe 
that Part of the Chapter which relates to 
the Supper, he will find the Streſs lies upon 


Remembring 
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| Remembring of the Lord, which is indeed our 
Daily, Indiſpenſible Duty, and he that lives 
without it, may be faid ro live withont God 
| In the World; of which thoſe Corinthians at 
- That time ſeemed ſo Inſenſible, and as ſuch 
are ſeverely reproved by the Apoſtle, being 
Srreverent, Greedy and Drunken, hardly fit for 
the Sign, and Ap able to diſcern the Thing 
Signified. 
6thly. Nor does the Apoſtle ſeem to re- 


their Abuſe of it; and if my Reader will look 
back to the foregoing Chapter, from the be- 
ginning to the 18th verſe, he may find a more 
Spiritual Supper, and Myſtical Bread and Cup 
hinted at by the Apoſtle, as well as Mat. 26. 
29. Kev. 3. 20. by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 
{If: Which is indeed very copiouſly expreſt 
by Luke in the Parable of the Supper, chap. 14. 
tram the 16th to the 24th verie, where One 
that was at Meat with Chriſt, ſpeaking of the 
Bleſſedneſs of eating of Bread in the Kingdom of 
God; Chriſt takes occaſion to ſhew forth the 
_ Goſpel Supper by a Parable, viz. A Certain Man 
made a Great Supper, and bid many, but they 
refuſed, upon divers pretences, and came not; He 
ſent out a ſecond and third time to invite an in- 
ferionr ſort of Gueſts, and they came to the 
- Supper; that is, they received the Goſjel, 
Which is the Power of God to Salvation, and 
the Evidence, as well as Means of It : beter - 
rift 


commend this practice, but rather reprehend, 
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Chriſt in the 27th verſe farther expreſſes, thus 
(viz.) And whoſoever doth not bear my Croſs 
and follow me cannot be my Diſciple. Now the 
Croſs: of Chriſt, the ſame Apoſtle alſo ſays, 
s the Power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 18. all which 
referrs to an Iward and Spiritual Work, and 
Supper, and that they who receive Chriſt in 
Spirit, Sup with him” in Spirit, being the par- 
takers of his Spiritual Supper, which Chriſt 
promiſes, and prepares for all thoſe that open 
at bis knocks the Door of their Hearts unto 
him, Kev.. 3. | - 

7thly. But beſides what I have fad, both 
from Scripture, and the Nature of the thing, 
in Proof of Chriſt's Spiritual Supper, and De- 
fence of our diſuſe of the viſible Sign, the Bi- | 
ſhop himſelf does the ſame thing in relation to 
another Ordinance : For our Lord Jefis Chriſt 
did as ſolemnly Command his Diſciples to | 
waſh one another's Feet, as to eat the Supper. |} 
The Paſlage is large and edifying, and I muſt | 
recommend it to my Reader to Peruſe in | 
his Bible, Joh? 13. But that part of jt which 
more ſtrictly concerns this point, 'hetween | 
the Biſhop and me, I ſhall repeat here, verſe | 
12, 13, 14, 15. So after he had waſhed their 
Feet, and taken his Garments and was ſet down | 
again; He ſaid unto them, Know ye what 1 have | 
done to you? Ye call me Maſter and Lord; and 
ye ſay well; for ſo T am. If T then, your Lord 
and Maſter, have waſhed your Feet, ye alſo 
ought 
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ought to waſh one: anothers Feet ! For 7 have 
given you an Example that ye ſhould do as 1 
have done to you. ;Thus Chriſt Commanded 
his Diſciples, not only by. his Authority but 


Example. Now does, 'the Biſhop and his 


Friends, follow Chriſt's Example, and obey 
this Precept ? He and they know they. do not. 
What. muſt I Inferr from thence, - that the 
Biſhop is:no Chriſtian ? I ſuppoſe he would 
. take it very ill from me. Tho? he has treated 
me and-.my Friends after that ſort. But 1 
will ſhew him a better example, and ſuppoſe 
he thinks, that if Chriſtian Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, 'walk AHumbly towards God and one with 
another, they fulfil this Commandment, tho? 
they. difuſe the Sign, by which the Lord Jeſus 
expreſt ' and recommended - Humility to: his 
Followers: Now that which excuſes the Bi- 
ſhop 1a reference to this Ordinance of Waſh- 
ing of Feet, will alſo excuſe our diſuſe of the 
SUPPET,, wiz. Our eating of the Spiritual Bread 
and Wine of the Kingdom; the Thing Sig- 
nified by the Outward Supper. But-it: is an 
Error incident to frail Man, to prefer. the 
PraQtice of thoſe things that- have a -Shew of 
Religion, and have leaſt of Uneaſineſs, and 
of the Nature of the Croſs of Chriſt in. their 
Performance.- Juſt thus it is eaſier to receive 
the Supper. than to be Humble, it not eaſier 
than to waſh Feet : For one is but\ a Memo- 
rial of Chriſt, but the other perhaps is a Re- 
proach 
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ch of preſent Practice, and to be ſure a 
Command to Morrification and Self-denial, the 
hardeſt Leſſon in Religion. And who knows 
hut for that Reaſon it has been drop'd ſolong ; 
face it muſt be very uneaſie for People to 
continue a Cuſtom, to which their Daily Pra- 
aice Is ſo viſible a Contradiction : Though I 
hear the Roman Biſhop mocks the Text Once 
a Year. 

'8thly. But in Relation to the Supper, we far- 
ther ſay, the Practice is varied : Then they Sat, 


now one ſort Sands, another Walks, a third 


Kneels, a fourth Lies down upon the Ground, as 


in the Eaſt Countries. The Romans have one 
Opinion, the Greeks another, and the Lutherans 
and Calviniſts Divide, to great Bitterneſs, in 
their Sentiments about It. ' 

gthly. Again, in thoſe Days there were Di- 
ſciples, ſuch as followed Chriſt, now all are ad- 
mitted that profeſs Chriſtianity, tho? they do 
not follow him, or forſake any thing for his 
Name ſake, or keep any of his Holy Precepts, 
Mat. 5, 6, 7 Chapters. 

t othly. Nor 1s this all we have to ſay to Ju- 
ſ{tihe our Diſuſe of this Practice : It is too much 
Look'd at, and Relied upon by the People : And 
indeed is become a kind of Proteſtant Extream 
Uniion; for if the Generality of them can 
but have it adminiſtred juſt before they Die, 


_ they are too apt to preſuine. upon it for an 


acceptance 1n the other World. And indeed 
it 


| 
7's 


it is very frequent, if not natural, for 
Mea to excaſe their Diſobedience by Sacrifice; 
and where Ceremoues or Shadowy Services 
are .continued, ' People reſt upon obſervance 
of them, and I:duge themſelves in the Neg- 
le& of the Dottrine: of the Croſs of 'our Lond 
Jeſus Chriſt. I need not look far, nor yet 
the Biſhop, for a proof of what I ſay; we 
can hardly miſs, which way ſo ever we throw 
our Eyes, the rore 1s the pity :. Aud as this 
is ao ſmall Abuſe 'of Primitive Practice, 1o 
no {mall Argument-for our diſuſe of ict. For 
when the Brazen Serpent was .overwwled by 
the» Jews, God, that had commanded It, for 
their benefit, ſtirred up Hezekiah to De- 
ſroy 2t. 

1 1thly. Beſides, theſe things are become mat- 
ter.of Gain, and made a Sacerdotal Revenne, not 
to day Merchandize; which has alſo help'd to 
Scandalize People: of Tender Conſciencs, who 
think it a Prophanation of Religion to ſuffer any 
partof it to be Exciſed to the People that ought 
to be Free. 

12thly. But paſſing that by at preſent, and 
ſuppoling Water Baptiſm and the Szpper were 
not”. Antiquated, but ſtill in Force, Who 1s 
there Qualified to Admiſter them ? Who has 
received a Commiſſen, or the Xzd of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and Power from on High -to per- 
form theſe things.? For if thoſe that hold 
they are in Force, have »o Divine Force fas 
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' Authority to qualifie them to Adminiſter them, 
there will be but a Lifeleſs Imitation, inſtead 
of an Edifying Reality. Which leads me to 
what I promiſed long fince, That I would 
at the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe ſay ſomething 
Þ the True Ground of our Difference and Diſ- 
ent. 

I fay then; that where'we are ſuppoſed to 
differ moſt, we differ /eaſt ; and where we are 
believed to differ leaſt, we m9 of all differ : 
Which I explain thus. It's generally thought, 
that. we do not hold the Common Doftrines 
of Chriſtianity, but have Introduced New and 
Erroneous Ones in lieu thereof : Whereas we 
plainly and entirely Believe the Truths con- 
tained in the Creed that is commonly called the 
Apoſtles ; which is very Comprehenſive as 
well as Ancient. But that which hath af- 
feed our Minds moſt, and engaged us in 
this Separation,. was the great Carnality ahd- 
Emptineſs both of Minifters and People, un- 
der their Profeſſion of Religion: They ha+« 
ving' hardly the Form of Godlineſs, but general- 
ly ſpeaking, denying the Power theredf 5 from 
whom, the Scripture warns Belieyers to twrs 
nway 


preaching, and the People worſhipping w1ith- 
aut the Spirit, confining the Operations of it, to 
the Firs or Apeſtolical Times, as if theſe did not 
then as much; or that Chriſt —— 
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leſs Propitious, where his Gifts were not lef 
needful.. I ſay, an Humane and Lifeleſs Mini. 
firy and Worſhip, rogether with the great | ; 
_ Worldlincfs of Profetlors, have occaſioned J 
our Separation ; and the Perfecution that has C 
commonly followed it, hath abundantly con- | \ 
firmed our Judgment in that Matter. Hence 
ir was we Retired our ſelves to wait upon 
God- rogether, according to the Gift of his la 
Holy Spirit, and as the Apoſtte Pau! exhorted | Y 
the Athenians, Afts 17. We felt after bim (with | 
our Souls) if by any means we might find him, 
and hear what God the Lord would ſay unto ws; th 
who ſpeaks Peace unto his People and his Saints, 
but let them never turn to folly any more. We 
could nor, I ſay, tell how to think that ſuch (c 
as God had never ſent, but run of themſelves, | 9: 
and were 'made Miniſters by Humane Learning 
and Authority, not knowing the Work of the ſi 
Spiric to.'their own Regeneration, Could pol- 
fibly Profit or Edife the People unto their Mi 
Regeneration : And yet that is the very Work thc 
and End of the true Goſpel Miniſtry ; for no || 4: 
Man can guide another in the way be never [5 
rod. | 
©. Beſides, we apprehended the Miniſtry was Rex 
very much a Temporal Preferment, and - there- | 
fore few were to be found among them, that the) 
did not court the Better Places, I mean thoſe 
that gave. the Greateſt Pay ; and by thoſe Me- 
thods mounted to World'y Wealth and Ho- 
: nour, 
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hour, as the reſt of the World did: Turning 
Alms into Tues, and by Law, making Gifts 
Rents; and vexing thoſe extreamly, that for 
Conſcience fake could nor uphold them : 
Which we thought vety Foreign to a Primi- 
tive and an Apoſtolical Spirit ; and ſhort of 
a True and Through Reformation. This 1s not 
faid with any dilreſpe@ to their Perſons, or 
yet Calling, ſimply Conſidered ; for he that ae- 
fires the Office of a Biſhop, certainly deſires a good 
thing; but the Holy Ghoſt in thoſe days, had 
the Making of them ; and the good thing then 
was their Service, and not Revenue of Worldly 
Dignity. They were then not only no Lords 
( one being their Lord } but they lorded it net 
over God's Clergy or Heritage, which was the 
People in thoſe days, for ſo the word Kaipaey 
' | ſignifies, tho' it is now aſcribed only to the 
| I Miniſtry. Then the Ground of Propheſie, or 
. I Miniſtry, was the Revelation of the Spirit, in 
;, | thoſe ancient Aﬀemblies, as may be read 1 Cor. 
» | 14- 29, 30, 31, 32. For all might Prophecy, that 
15, Preach as the Spitit of God, moved upon 
their Spirit, and gave them utterance, be it to 

« | Reproof, Inftruftion, or Conſolation : Now 
Study, Colletion and Memory. In thoſe Days 
they Preach'd their Own Experience of the 
Work of God upon their Hearts, but moſf 
ow Preach of the Experiences of Others, re- 
corded in Scriptures, bur according to theif 
Wn and others Humane Apprehenſions. To be 
H > brief, 
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brief, we Ground our Convidion, Converſion, 
Miniſtry, Prayer, and Praiſe upon the Light 
and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
Powerful and Effeual Spring of our Religi- | 4 
ous - Performances, and that alone which pre- | = 
pares the. Sqnl, and. Enables ir to Perform | y: 
thoſe reſpe&tive Services and Duties in a | /+ 
Manner Acceptable to God. And that Miviftry | R 
avd Worſhip which ffands not in the Spirit, | 7, 
and is not performed in the Preparation and | al 
 Infpiration thereof, but according to the Com- || k! 
pilings, Traditions and Precepts of Men, we Can- | w 
not allow to be Primitive and Evangelical, and || tr 
conſequently cannot join-in them. And we | T 
are fatished thar ir is the good Pleaſure of God, || is 
that all who profeſs the Name of his Dear, | L: 
and Only Begotten, and Well-beloved Son, || 15 
ſhould Acquaint themſelves with the Spirit of | A 
His'Son''in their own Hearts, in its Reprodf, | w! 
Inſtrudion, Convittion, and Conſolation, that they | W 
may become Spiritually Minded, ſuch as mind | nc 
Spiricual Things more than Earthly Ones; and Þ Tl 
that Daily ſow to the Spirit ; that is, bring forth Þ bl 
the Fruits of the Spirit, and become the, | w 
Children of God, who are led by the Spirit | a» 
of God. Now the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, | mi 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſufſering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, || 1. 
Faith, ” Meekneſs, Temperance : Againſt ſuch. there | an, 
is wo Law. And they that are Chriſt 5, hawe Cru- Bo 
cified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀetions and Luſts 
thereof. But the Warks of the Fleſh are monly 
whic 
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which are theſe, Adultery, Fornicaticn, Unclean- 
neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Ha- 
tred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Se- 
ditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Murder, Drunken- 
neſs, Revilings, and ſuch like: Of which I told 
you before, as alſo in time paſt, that they hich do 
ſuch things ſhall not Inherit the Kingdom of God, 
Rom. 8. 6, 14. Gal. 5. 16, to 24 Chap. 6. 
7, 8. And under theſe Marks, and Dire&ions 
all People may examine themſelves, and 
know their Birth, Family . and Inheritance, 
whether they are the off-ſpring of God, and 
true Chriſtians, or Children of the Evil One: 
Thoſe that are born of the Spirit, for whom 
is reſerved an Inheritance with the Saints in 
Light, or the Seed of Evil Doers, for whom 
is reſerved the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. 
And truly ic ſeems juſt with God, that thoſe 
who love Darkneſs better than Light in this 
World, ſhould have their Fill of Ir in the 
next; from which, God Almighty redeem 
Thee, Reader, that thou' mayſt walk in his 
bleſſed Light, as he is in the Lioht, then thou 
wilt have fellowſhip with the Children of Light, 
and the Blood of Feſws Chrift (the Great Atone- 
ment) ſhall Cleanſe thee from all Sin, x John 
I. 5, 6, 7. yea, from the filthineſs both of Fleſh: 
end Spirit ; and being fandified rhroughent in 
Body and Spirit, thou maylt live rg ferve God 
in the Newnels of his Holy Spirit, Rom. 5. 6. 
H 3 and 
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and .come to be made a New Man that is, 
an other Man. From a Proud, an Humble 
Man ; from a Paſſionate, a Patient Man ; from 
a Rough, a Meek Man; and of a Cruel, Co- 
yerous, Unyuſt, Laſcivious,: Intemperate, Vain 
and Ungodly Man ; thou becomeſt a Mer- 
ciful, Liberal, Fuſt, Chaſt, Sober and Godly 
Man: And where this Change, this New 
Birth, or New Creature is not known, Sa- 
crifices avail nothing, Religion is but Forma- 
lity, and the Peace of God will never be their 
Recompence of Reward, But they that walk 
after this bleſſed unerring Rule of the New 
Creature, Peace be on them, and Mercy, and 
upon the 1/rael of God, Gal. 6. 15, 16. wha 
are the Circumcifion made Without Hands, in 
putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, by 
the Circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. 3. 11. even that 
_ of the Heart, in the Spirit, whofe Praiſe is not 
of Men bur of God, Rom. 2. 29. And who 
therefore Worſhip God in the Spirit, and 
have no' Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. 3. 3. 
that is, in fleſhly Ordinances, or the obſer- 
vation of Figures and Signs compounded of 
Outward Elements, which repreſent Heavenly 
Things : Wherefore the Apoſtle Exhorted 
and Commanded, Col. 2. 16, 17. Let no Man 
ſpett of an Holy Day, &c. which are Shadows 
of things to Come, but the Body 1s of Chrilt ; 
ſat is, Chriſt is the Subtance of all outward 
| rs repre: 
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repreſentations, and they that have Chriſt have 
the End of all. thoſe things : Whom Reader 
we Labour and Pray, may be bercer known, 
received and obeyed by the Profeſlors of his 
Holy Name and Religion. That as he 1s 
Given of God to be our Prieſt, Prophet and 
King, we may all Xnow, Feel and Enjoy him 
ſuch in our ſelves, and then the Kingdom of 
God will be come in us, and his Will done 
m our Earth as it is in Heaven : Which Ggd 
Grant, I moſt Humbly beſeech him. 

For the Concluſion of the Biſhop's Paper, 
It 1s either Repetition, or Refleftion , the one 
needs no Anſwer, and the other wants a De- 
fence. However, I will not have ir ſaid that 
I either wave or ſuppreſs It, and therefore 
without any Refle&tion I will confider his : 
Which ſhould have no weight with my Rea- 
der but againſt him. 

He fays in his 12th. Paragraph, He pitics 
#s, thinking many of us Harmleſs and Well- 
meaning, but under the Power of ſtrong Deluſions. 
And inghis 13th Paragraph he gives us his 
ſenſe of the cauſe thereof, viz. that we make 
the Light within, a Rule of Faith and Pradice, 
Co-ordinate, if not Superiour and Antecedent to 
the Holy Scripture. To prove which to be 
our - Sentiment, he cites theſe words. out of 
our Goſpel-Truths, Where ſpeaking of the Ho« 
ly Spirit, and the Scriptures, we ſay, they 
ore the Double and Agreeing Record of - true Retin 
| H 4 | £10n. 
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giow, Now if the Light ahd Spirit agree 
with the Scripture, there is no fear of con. 
cradifing the Scripture, and ſo we can have 
nothing to anſwer for on account of that Ex. 
preſſion, for what agrees with the Scripture, 
eftabliſhes it, inſtead of S$lighting or Super- 
ceeding the Authority of it. | 
And though we uſed no ſuch words as 
Co-ordinate, much leſs Swuperiour and Antece- 
dgrt, which is the Biſhop's Gloſs to render 
our moſt Truc and In-offenfive Expreſſion 
ſulpeſted, and make way to faſten his ſup. 
poſed Strong Deluſions upon us ; I will be ve- 
ry frank with him in this matter, that we 
Believe the Scripture to be the Declaration 
of the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, and there- 
fore not Superjour to the Holy Ghoſt, but 
Credited, Confirmed, and Expounded by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; ſo that without the Illumination 
cf Ir, the ' Scripture cannot be underſtood 
by them thar read Ir. The Gramarical and 
Critical Senſe of the Words, and Allufions 
therein may be underſtood, but the inſide and 
Spiritual Signification of them, is a Riddle to 
choſe that are-not Spiritually. Inftruted there- 
in, tho' they were never ſuch Gramarians or 
Linguiſts, - 
* Again Chriſt ſays, He that loves rhe Light 
brings his Deeds to the Light, to ſee if they are 
wrought in Ged, John 3. 24. which was be- 
fore the: New Teframent Scripture was in be- 
92) re w9970g irgereute res | | ing; 
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i's - and this makes It both Rule and Fudge 
th 


e Life and Deeds of Men. What ſays 

the Biſhop to this? Alſo Fob» 14, 15, 16 

Chapters, Chriſt promiſes the Spirit to lead 

them, his People, into all Truth, and this was 

not the Scripture, but ſomething at leaſt Co- 

ordinate, if not Superiour and Anrtecedent to the 

Scripture, which is more than we faid before. 

Alſo the Apoſtle Paul tells the Romans, Ch. 8. 

that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 

are the Sons of God: Then the Spirit is ro Lead 

Believers, or they cannot be the Children of 

God. And that which Leads, Rules, and 

that which Rules is a Rule to them that fol- 

low it. And the ſame Apoſlle referr'd the 

Galathians, Chap. 6. 15, 16. to the Rule of 
the New Creature to Walk by, and that mult 

be the Spirit which begets the New Creature, 

viz. Chriſt formed in them, of whom he tells 

them, Chap. 4- 19. He travelled in Birth ag ain. 

And the Beloved Diſciple expreily ſays co 
the Chriſtians, in his Firft Epiſtle, Chap. 2. 

20. that they had an Untiom from the Holy 

One, and they knew all things, that is, all 
things they had to Believe, Know and Pra- 
Rice. And vetſe 27. he adds, But the Anoint- 
ing which ye have received abideth in you, and 
ye need not that any Man teach you, but as the 
ſame Anointing teacheth you of All things, and 
& Truth, If the Biſhop will break through 
all cheſe Scriptures to. undervalue the Light 
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and Spirit of Chriſt (for no other Light or 
Spirir do we Aﬀert, Recommend People to, 
or Contend for ) that he might render us 
Guilty of Strong Deluſions, T. cannot help it, 
bur muſt be cruly forry for him. Burt I be- 
ſeech him ro have a care that he does nor, 
like the Jews of old, Undervalue, and indeed 
Blaſpheme againſt the Holy Light and Spirit 
of God, and by miſcalling the Fruits and 
Effects of its Power, Strong Deluſions and Tranſ- 
formations of Satan : For God will not hold 
ſuch Guililefs in his Great and Terrible Day 
of Judgment. 

And after all, the Beſt and Firſt Reformers 
and Martyrs, as well as Fathers, Concurr in 
. our Affertion and Teſtimony. As Zuinglins, 
| Luther, Me/anchton, Calvin, Beza, Bueer, Peter 
Martyr, and Eraſmus too. Alſo our own Ex- 
cellent Martyrs, viz. Lambert, Rogers, Philpot, 
Bradford, Hooper, Woodman, &Cc. tat the Dou- 
ble and Agreeing Teſtimony of the Spirit of God 
within, and the Scripture of Truth without, zs the 
Rule and Fudge of Faith, Doftrine and Praftice ; 
yea, that the Spiric 1s given to Believers to 
be the Rule and Fudge by which they are 
to underſtand the true Senſe and Mean- 
 5pg of the Scriptures. Now let the Reader 

judge who gives the Trueſt Honour to the 
Scripture, the Biſhop, or the People called 
Quakers? They fay the Scriptures have 4 
Double Record, that is, the Evidence. of- the 
IT Spirit 


#- 
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Spirit of Truth in the Hearts of Bzlievers, 


as well as their Own: Or the Biſhop, who 
by his way of Treating us and our Princi- 


ple, will allow us no other Evidence of their 


Truth, but Themſelves. For to ſay the Evi- 
dence of the Spirit of God, with that of the 


i Scripture, make a Double and agreeing Teſti - 


mony 1s with him to undervalue the Scrip- 
ture, and the Ground, in his Apprehenfion, 
of our Strong Deluſions. It muſt be my turn 
now to pity the Biſhop, and truly I do it 
with all my Heart, to ſee him ſtrain fo Sound, 
as well as Inoffenſrve an Expreſſion, as that 
which he makes the Reaſon of our Deluſion, 
that he might have an occaſion ro leflen our 
Credit with the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and eſpecially Proteſtants. Can it Diſhonour ' 
the Scripture to deny the Evidence of the 
Principal and Author of the Scripture, to 
back the Authority of the Scripture? Or 
doth not he rather leſſen the Authority of 
Scripture, that will not allow us another 
Evidence of the Truth of Scripture than its 
own, for fear of Co-ordinacy, which was not 
ſo much as once intended to be infinuated by 
us, nor do the words import any ſuch thing ; 
yet it had been no ſrrong, nor any Deluſias 
at allto give the Holy Ghoſt the Preference. 
But I ſhall keep to the Terms of the Paper, 
whatever the Biſhop is pleaſed ro do; know= 
ing that whoever Concludes an Argument in 

: terms 
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terms not in the Queſtion, hor plainly de. 
duceable from the Premiſes, is not a fair 
Dealer in Controverſie : In which the Biſhop, 
if he pleaſes, may reaſonably enough think 
himſelf more than once concerned, 

Bleſſed be God we have known the Power 
and Efficiency of this Holy Light and Spirit 


of Chriſt in our ſelves, and being in good 


meaſure Witneſles thereof, we do, not only 
ſpeak by Report, but by Experience. We 
had the Scriptures in the Days of our Ig- 
norance and Worldly-mirdedneſs, but dil- 
regarding the Reproofs and Inſtruction: of 
the Light of Jeſus in our Hearts, we never 
could come ro know the Power of thoſe 
Truths the Scripture declares of, Bur when 
it pleaſed God, in the Riches of his Love, 
to cauſe his bleſſed Light, that had ſhined 
in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehended 
it not, to ſhine out of Darkneſs, and gives us 
rhe Knowledge of himſelf in the Face ( or 
chrough. the Manifeſtation ) of his Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt we ſaw and bewailed our ſelves, 
and by an unfeigned Sorrow and Repentance, 
returned. as. Penitent Prodigals towards our 
Father's Houſe ; and in this Turn, we were 
\ brought to die daily to that Love and Satiſ- 
tation we-once had in the Glory, Pleaſures, 
Honours, Frindſhips and Diverſions of the 
World, which now became Burdenſome, MOre 
than ever they were pleaſing to us. 
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Hence it was, and from no Siniſter Ends 
or Self-righteous Conceits, that we became 
an alrered and a diſtinguiſhed People, in our 
Behaviour, Garb and Converſation : More 
Retired, Watchful, Silent and Plain than former- 
ly ; equally avoiding Luxury and &4warice. I 
ſay, it was the Work of God's Spirit upon our 
Hearts, who by his Light gave us to fee the 
Juſt difference of things, and to diftinguiſh 
berween that which pleaſed Him, and that 
which pleaſed Him not. And this Holy Patr- 
tern he gave us in the Light of his beloved 
Son, which we defign to follow, as did the 
Holy Ancients; and is a full anſwer to the 
Biſhop's Unfriendly Queries upon our diſtin- 
guiſhing Behaviour, in his 14th and «5th 
Paragraph, as if it were not out of Fear to- 
wards God, or upon a Conſcientious Bottonn, 
but to ferve a worldly Turn? For he asks us; 
Is it nat your main Aim, - End and Study, by 
pretended Mortifications, to make your ſelves a 
Party Conſiderable? Again, Are not to this Purpoſe 
your different Garb, Speech, Looks and Geſtures, 
and to _—_ your ſelves remarkable, rather than 
out of a Senſe of Duty, or Conſcience of Obligation? 
wile as as he work Ce Ares that 
the moſt Irreligious and Prophane could 
make upon our Behaviour, ſo I beſeech God 
to forgive the Biſhop, and make him ſenſible 
how lutle ſuch Treatment of ſtrict and ſober 
Living adyances the Common Caute of _ Re- 
ligion 


&- 


in his own Church. Bur to go no farther 
than the Biſhop and his Clergy, pray who di- 
ſringuiſh themſelves more by their Garb from 
other People than they ? Tho” I cannor fay 
as much of their Behaviour. So indeed did 
the Chemerims or black Coats of old, and 
Thoſe that wore long Robes in our Saviour's 
time, but as I take it, they went not with- 
out his Cenſure, while I think che Biſhop 
will find none in Scripture againſt our Plain- 
neſs. But the Biſhops Ponrifical Robes, do 
in my Opinion look much more like Sin- 
gularity and a Sight than ours; for our Garb 
iS like other Mens, only freed of their Super- 
fluity. In ſhort i wiſh him a better Under- 
ſtranding of the true Grounds of our ſtrifter 
Conduet, and Where and Who they are 
that make a Trade of Religion 3 that if he 
has any Shot .lefr againfr Mercinary Reli- 
gionifts, he may not miſs the Mark next 
time, but may make it his vain Aim, End and 
Study, to Expoſe #Hirelings and Hypocrites 
in their Proper Celours: And ſome are of 
Opinion he need not go far ts find too'many 
of them. 
Ir is ſtrange the Biſhop ſhould be ſo un- 
ſenſible of the Advantage he gives me by his 
Querie:, and what a wide Door he opens ro 
a. Severe Retaliation 3 bur I defire to be 
Modeſt, 


Tigion, and how much ir indulges thoſe that 
know no Reins or Check to their Exceſſts 
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Modeſt, and to be Silent upon ſuch Advang 
rages, is, I think, to be abundantly ſo. | 
Howbeit, I muſt take Notice of one Expreſ- 
ſion, for it may too ſerioully affect us not ro 
be obſerved ro him. When he asks, If it be 
not our main End and Study, by pretended Mor- 
tifications, to make our ſelves a Party Conſidera- 
ble? He adds, and ſuch to which, {02 Reaſons 
of State, Peculiar Priviledges muſt be indulgad. 
If this were not more than Mockery, I ſhould 
wave my Notice; but calling the meaning of 
the Government in Queſtion about the Liber: 
of Conſcience we enjoy, He muſt forgive me if 
I beſrow a few Remarks upon that Expreſſion. 
It ſeems then our Liberty flows not from the 
Inclination of the Government to Liberty, 
leſs from Compaſlion, and leaft of alt from 
Juſtice and a Chriſtian Principle. Which 
| Motives carry with them a Proſpect of the 
Continuance of Liberty, if not for Liberty's 
ſake. But the Biſhop belieyes no fuch thing, 
and if he would not have us of his mind, 
he did weakly to tell us ſo: Well chen, we 
are all of us to take his Advertiſement, that 
our Liberty hangs but by ſlender Threads, ard 
a Reaſon of State, and nor of Nature, Righr 
or Chriſtianity ; which certainly is not to: 
beſpeak this Conſederable Party to the advan- 
tage of the Government: And for which 
I think the Biſhop a very moderate Srates- 
man, and the Government as little beholding, 
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To his Politicks 25 we are to his Charity. How: 
ver, we will have a better Opinion of our 
Superiours Regard to Liberty, and conclude 
that cheir Inclination equals their Diſcretion, 
and that their Judgment as well as Prudence 
is of that fide. Let the Biſhop ſay what he 
pleaſes. And tho' he deſerves it not at my 
Hands, I could almoſt perſwade my ſelf to 
think thar he does not begrudge us, and means 
not ſo loofly-as he writes. Bur be it as it will, 
That God that hes upheld ws by his free Spirit to 
this Day, through many and great Afflitions, we 
firmly believe will ſuffer nothing to attend us, that 
ſhall gz in the Concluſion work for his Glory and 
aur Good, if we continue ftedfaſt to the End, in 
the bleſſed Way of Righteouſneſs, wherein he has 
ſo often and fignally Oumned and Preſerved us ; 
notwithſtanding the Violence of Open Enemies, and 
the Treacherows and. Reſtleſs Endeawours of Falſe 
Friends, ES 
tis: 16th Paragraph multiplies ReflcCtion,,. 
as before obferved, and Repeats whar I have 
already largly anſwered ; particularly that we' 
cwn the*Chriftian Faith, which he makes us: 
to Wave, Suppreſs, Or at_leaſt not ro Confels ; 
and have expreſs'd it even in the Paper, he 
has faulted fo much of Shorrneſs, and that 
more fully, in all Points, than in the Creed | + 
commonly called rhe Athenafian ; except that' | 
about the Trinity, which feems to me lets plain! 1 
by that Copious way taken to explain lr. 1 
TY ur 
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trve Parts of Worſhip, which we deny: For 
we own and uſe Prayer, Preaching and Praiſmg 
in the Spirit, without, which they cannot be 
Owned or Joyned with ; for they. cannot be 
ſd performed to Edification by a true .Chri- 
ſtian Worſhipper ; ſince God, who &. a Sperit, 
will be Worſhipped in Spirit, and in Truth, which 
Chriſt's Spirit muſt enable us to- perform : 
And ſich Worſhippers Only, God the Father 
ſeeks to Worſhip him: Implying; he regards 
not other Worſhippers. 

But Eſpecially, the Biſhop ſays, we reject Bap- 
tiſm and the Supper, We ſay, we do not Rejett 
but Diſuſe the Signs, becauſe we felt the [r- 
viſivle Graces in aur Souls they were Signs and 
Shadows of; and therefore not in Diſreſpeft to 
the Signs, but 1a Reverence to the Divine Sub- 
ſfatice . they ſhew forth, we diſcontinue. their 
uſe among us., They ohtain'd place in the Jr- 
fanty and Twi-light of the Church; in her more 
weak and Ceremonious time, directing, as 1 
may fay, that Inter-regnum between the Law 
and the Goſpel, before the Diſpenſation of the 
Holy Ghoſt had Fully obtained Place and Pre- 
hemigence in-the Church. Bur of this I have 
been alteady very particular. i 
_ He grows warm in his 17th Paragraph and 
Epiſcopal, tor he ſays, 1s a word, 1 again Re- 
ure. you, 4s you will anſwer all your Secret 

ts: and Pretenfions at Chrift”s Tribunal, that 
F . you 


He alſo ſays, We Rejef all Outward, Poſi- . 
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© __ either Embrace and Profeſs the Entire 
hriſhag Trath, 2 the ' Points wherein I have 

ſhewn yo! to be Defeftive ;, and that you receive 

rhe Chriſtian Seals or Badges, Baptiſm ard. the 

Lord's Supper; or elſe that you Deſiſt to lay 

claim to the Name of Chriſtians. 

But firſt I muſt return the Biſhop his Secret 
Arts and Pretenſions, In all which, he is Grie- 
youſly Miſtaken. For either I do not under- 
ſtand his meaning, or I abhor it. Next, be it 
known to him, we Wave not, we Suppreſs not, 


” 
o 


but heartily Embrace and Profeſs before the 


whole World, all Points of Chriſtian Do- 
crine, according to the mind of. the Holy 
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Ghoſt, as I have amply ſignified before upon | | 


this Subjet: And where the Biſhop takes 
leave of the Text, he muſt excuſe me if I 
leave him to keep company with it. We 
did not Entitle our Paper All Goſpel-Truths ; 
but Goſpel-Truths, which extended f far as we 
were Tax'd with Error about thoſe Truths : 
And yet he muſt have but a little Charity 
that will not allow a Believer and Follower 
of thoſe Truths to be a Chriſtian. Nor in- 
deed has the Biſhop given us the Artigles of 
Faith he fays we Wave or Suppreſs, or told us 
his own, or that One Church's Faith he would 
have us receive, as I have complained al- 
ready. But that the Biſhop ſhould forbid us ſo 
; mich as to lay claim to the Name of Chriltians, 
 #mleſs we will Praftice what he calls the Seal 

| Or 


or Badges of Chriſtianity ( which © divers 

Churches in Chriſtendom think he ' miſuſes ) 
is very Uncharitable and Dogmatical. Burt 
heſides what I have ſaid at large in our Ex- 
cuſe and Defence in that Marter, he pro- 
duces not one Scripture that calls them either 
Seals or Badges. But yet there are other 
things that are ſo repreſented by our bleſled 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, which he takes no 
notice of. As Mat. 16. 24. where, they that 
will be reputed Chriſt”s Diſciples muſt take up his 
Croſs and foilow him. Chriſt's Croſs is a Chri- 
ſtian's Badge and Seal of Diſcipleſhip. Again, 
John 13. 35. He faid tothis Diſciples, By this 


ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, 


if ye love one another. Likewiſe Mat. 25. 34, 
35, 35. The Diſtinguiſhing Character of the 
laſt Day is not Water Baptiſm and the Our- 
ward Supper, but Love, Mercy and Compaſſion; 
Bowels and Charity; not being Aſhamed or 
Afraid of Owning and Helping the Lord's 
Servants 1a . their Afﬀictions, viz. 1 was ar 
Hungry, and ye gave Me Meats 1 was Thirſty 
and ye gave me Drink: I was a Stranger and ye 


took Me is: Naked and ye Cloathed Me : 1 was 


. Sick and ye viſued Me: I was in Priſon and ye 


came unto Me. This is the Chriſtian Badge 
that will be Recognized by our Lord Jetus 
Chriſt at the laſt day: We have his own. 
Word for it. In all which, He is fo far 
from mentioning either of the other Badges 
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that, Zuke 13. He brings in the Unhappy, that 
are on his left hand, uſing this Argument 
to engage him to receive them into bleſſed- 
neſs, viz. We have Eaten «:d Dzank 7 thy 
Preſence, and thou haſt taught in our Streets. 
A plain Inſtance they had the uſe of ſach 
Ordinances as the Biſhop reputes Badges of 
Chriſtianity ; but ir is as plain that ſuch Pleas 
would not do: For behold the Lord Jeſus 
ſays unto them in the Parable, 7 know you ror, 
depart from me ye workers of Iniquity ! I re- 
commend the. peruſal of the following Ver- 
ſes to my Reader, which confirm my ſenſe 
of the Text: For He ſpoke to an outſide 
People that counted themſelves the People 
of God, and were obſervers of Mears and 
Drinks, and Divers Waſhings : And that which 
was Doctrine and Caution then, is Dodcrine 
and Caution now; for Truth holds the fame 
to the End. 

I might add, Holineſs for a Charaferiſtick, 
without which no Man ſhall ever ſee the Lord: 
and that neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, 
nor Uncircumciſion, but a New Creature, Gal. 
6. Alſo the Fruits of the Spirit, Chap. 5. 
among which there is not one word about 
Water-Baptiſm or the Ontward Supper, with 
many more Paſſages that are Clofe and Co- 
gent. 


His 
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His 1$th and laſt Paragraph tells us, He 
will not judge us, and yet his whole Paper is 
but one Continued Judgment of us. Bur, 
from God, as he ſays, and as bis Aimſter he 
bids ws Judge our ſelves. Firſt, We thank God 
we are betore hand with the Biſhop, having 
Judged our ſelves, and that by the Judg- 
ment of God upon us, and fo have right to 
Judge others according to that Judgmenr. 
Secondly, We have no proof that the Biſhop 
ſpeaks from God to us: Nor can I tell how 
he ſhould, that does not acknowledge the 
Inſpeaking Word of God in the Soul. Third- 
ly, For his being God's Miniſter, he has nor 
ſhewn us his Commiſſion yet, and I fear ir 
will not be from Heaven when ever he does. 
But if my Reader will take the pains of 
peruſing this very Paragraph, he will nor 
only ſee a Judging Spirit, but that the Biſhop 
holds out abuſing of us to the laſt, rendring 
us as bad as bad can be, viz. That we Swbvert 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints, and equal 
our Conceits to the Divine Oracles, Uſmg and 
Diſuſmg what Parts of God's Inſtituted Worſhip 
we pleaſe; adding, 7 will not Interpoſe your 
making Gain your Godlineſs. But as I have 
already taken ample notice of this Charge, 
ſo I ſhall ſay no more of his Irreligious Slant 
at our” Sincerity than this, That I cannot 
pretend to tell the Biſhop what Tribe of Men 
in Chriſtendom it is that have long made 
Gain 
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Gain their Godlineſs, and the Pretence of it 
their Worldly Inheritance; ſince he has been 
ſo much more Senſibly Inſtructed in this Af- 
fair than my ſelf: But one thing I am ſure 
of, that if Gain and not Godlineſs was our 
Motive to be the People we are, we mightily 
Miſtook our way when we left the Biſhops : For 
Aﬀfiittions, Spoiles, Priſons, Baniſhments, yea, and 
Death it. ſelf have attended us ſince God was 
Pic -t0 manifeſt his Truth to us: And if 
under all thoſe Calamities that have followed 
us ſince we were a People, for the ſake of 
our Unfaſhionable Profeſſion, the Biſhop or 
any elſe is ſo Unnatural, as to envy us the 
Bleſſing of God upon our honeſt Induſtry, 
and to render that which is an Effe& of God's 
Goodneſs, the Reaſon and End of our Reli- 
gion, God forgive them. I could Enlarge 
upon this Topick, but time would fail, and 
the Diſcourſe ſwell beyond Bounds, as indeed 
\ It hath already beyond my Expectation ; for 
which I ſhould Excnaſe my ſelf to my Reader, 
but that it was not Simply from the Regard 
I had to the Biſhop's Sheet, ſince that could 
not have deſerved this Notice from me, but 
might have been anſiyered as Conciſely as that 
was. written, had I only conſidered his Under- 
taking and Treatment, and not my Readers 
Satisfaion,. in the better Knowledge of Our 
ſo much Miſrepreſeated Perſwaſion : Eſpecial- 


ly in a Nation, where of late I had Ne”: 
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ſo Generally to Travel, and the Biſhop's Pa- 
hath been I ſuppoſe as Generally Di- 
ſper'd. I owe it therefore to My Profeſſion, 
to My Self, and to the Country, to Vindicate 
the One, and to Expreſs my Chriſtian Regard 
and Acknowledgement to the Other; having 
*received a more than common Civility from 
the Inhabitants in General : To whom I wiſh, 
as to my own Soul, the Saving Knowledge of 
the Truth, as it 1s in Jeſus: That Chriſtians 
Indeed and at Heart They may be, to the 
Glory of God their Creator, and the Eternal 
Salvation of their Souls, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
the alone Redeemer, and to whom with the 
Father, by the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, World 
without End. 
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